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MOTTO 

“So indeed, with hardship [will be] ease” 

(Q.S. Al- insyiroh: 5) 

 

“ Being late doesn’t mean failure, being fast doesn’t mean greatness. Being late is not a 

reason to give up, everyone has their own process. BELIEVE IN THE PROCESS, that is 

the most important thing, because Allah has prepared something good behind the process 

that you consider complicated” 
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ABSTRACT 

Syafiqka, Sania. 2023. “Pre-Service Teachers’ Problem In English Teaching 

Practice Using Merdeka Belajar Curriculum”. A Thesis. English 

Education Department    Faculty Of Education And Teacher Training State 

Islamic University K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan. Supervisor 

Mrs. Chubbi Millatina Rokhuma, M.Pd. 

Keywords: Teaching Practice,Teaching Strategies, Merdeka Curriculum 

 

Curriculum is one aspect that must be understood by every students 

majoring in teacher training, but many students in university have problem in 

teaching training. They are confronted with the new curriculum that is merdeka 

curriculum, that students experience difficulties implementing the new curriculum 

when teaching in class. The methods are carried out by students in order to avoid 

errors in the practice of the curriculum. The purpose of this research to find out 

what difficulties students implementing and what is the strategies to solve the 

problems. This study used narative inquiry by involving two pre-service teachers 

at one of Vocational High School in Pekalongan. The researcher obtained the data 

by doing semi-structured interview. The result of this study shows that the 

problems faced by pre-service teachers in teaching using Merdeka Curriculum are 

lack of learners’ motivation, over-crowded English classes, and lack of teachers’ 

knowledge about Merdeka Curriculum. To resolve the issue, students have 

strategies namely by motivating the students, asking students to do analysis, 

asking students to make a group discussion, and finding out any information about  

merdeka curriculum  implementation. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the study 

Teaching practice is one of the required activities for education 

majors, where students are directly involved in the teaching and learning 

process with the goal of practicing what they have learned theoretically on  

campus (Satria, 2013) This worthwhile experience will definitely enhance 

students’ potential for becoming educators. Teaching practice should be 

organized and prepared so that it serves its objective, according to 

Mannathoko (as cited in Retnawati et al., 2018) and it can be a very 

unpleasant experience if students are not adequately prepared. The 

students have to prepare everything starting from the material until the 

pedagogical preparation such as the method and media that will be used in 

teaching practice written in the lesson plan as well as the professional 

competence by deepening and expanding the understanding of a specific 

subject. However, in practice, many preservice teachers experience 

difficulties in the process of teaching practice among the difficulties they 

often face include: not being able to handle the class, design the lesson 

plan, and plan the learning process.  

Other challenges changes of preservice teachers during teaching 

practice is related to school policies including this curriculum   

implemented in schools driving the vocational high school center of 

excellence which previously learned under the name of the prototype 
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curriculum. the implementation of this Merdeka curriculum is set up with 

the Kurikulum Merdeka Mandiri (IKM) platform. in this case, there is no 

exception to the policy with curriculum changes which are policies of the 

government. Another thing that is also often one of the challenges that 

practical students often face is related to policies from the school and from 

the government, in this case one of the policies from the government 

which also ultimately becomes school policy is the change in curriculum, 

the current curriculum is the Kurikulum Merdeka.  

The Merdeka curriculum is a learning method that refers to the 

interests and talents of students. So that students are free to develop 

themselves according to their talents. Simply put, this curriculum only 

focuses on essential material so there is not too much material. Merdeka 

Belajar is a brand-new political initiative of the Indonesian government's 

educational and cultural ministry, "Kemendikbud RI," which was 

developed by the country's high cabinet. Nadiem argues that teachers must 

go through the learning process first before instructing students. According 

to Nadiem, learning cannot take place without the transfer of basic 

competences and the current curriculum. This is true for educators at all 

levels. One of the measures made by the ministry of culture and education 

Nadiem Makarim, is Merdeka curriculum  to create fun learning activities. 

According to Hasim (as cited in Arviansyah and Shagena 2022). 

The change in curriculum makes preservice teachers’ become 

difficulties, this is because preservice teachers’ have never known the 
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Merdeka curriculum before. This problem is one of the factors that makes 

preservice teachers’ feel difficult in the teaching process because of 

something new. 

This study is started from the fact is that students who have 

experienced teaching practice in some schools found difficulty in 

implementing the Kurikulum Merdeka, it is because they learn different 

curriculum when they were in campus. For the above reasons, the 

researcher wants to explore how students' strategies in overcoming 

difficulties in implement Merdeka curriculum. That is why the researcher 

is interested in raising research entitled Preservice Teachers Problem in 

English Teaching  Using Kurikulum Merdeka. 

1.2 Formulation of the problem 

This study proposes two questions: 

A. What problems are experienced by preservice teachers during 

teaching practice using the Kurikulum Merdeka? 

B. What strategies are used by the preservice teachers  to deal with the 

problems? 

1.3 Operational definition 

To clarify to terms used in this research, the researcher will provide 

several definitions related to the following terms: 

A. Merdeka  Curriculum: is one of the initiatives taken by the minister 

of education and culture, Nadiem Makarim, to provide enjoyable 

educational activities. 
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B. Problems in teaching: Challenges faced by the teachers in teaching 

and learning process. (Lynch, 2008). 

C. Teaching strategies: The strategies that teachers use to insolving  

problem in teaching (Cothran & Kulinna, 2006). 

1.4 Significance of the research  

This study will give insights on how preservice teachers find and 

accomodate the problems in english teaching practice using merdeka 

belajar curriculum, some of them are in theoritical aspect. This study will 

develop the theory by Roy Killen related to effective teaching strategies. 

To empirical aspect, this study will give empirical insights into preservice 

teacher’s problems in teaching practice using Kurikulum Merdeka. On the 

other hand, this research is expected to be a reference for the campus in 

equipping prospective teaching practice students with more careful 

preparation, especially related to the preparation for curriculum changes as 

in practical aspect of the study. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION  

 

5.1 Summary of the Findings 

Based on the result and discussion, the findings reveal that pre-service 

teachers face three problems while teaching in the classroom using the 

Merdeka Curriculum, namely the lack of student motivation, overcrowded 

English classes, and lack of teacher’s knowledge about merdeka curriculum. 

However, the teacher has a strategy to solve the problems. The strategies that 

they did is by solving the problems include: motivating students by giving 

appreciation to those who achieve good grades at the end of the lesson, asking 

students to analyze so they can find solutions to problems that are relevant to 

the context of the material, asking students to form groups so that the class 

becomes active and easier to control, and finding out any information about 

merdeka curriculum implementation.  

5.2 Recommendation  

This research has many weaknesses in various aspects. Then, the 

researcher would like to offer some suggestions for further research that will 

examine this subject from a different angle and contribute reliable sources of 

reference, such as about teaching strategies using Merdeka curriculum and the 

way to solve them.  

 

 



41 

 

REFRENCES 

Alberta. (2002). Instructional Strategies. Health And Life Skills Guide To 

Implementation (K–9) , 173. 

Anil, TorskarAmita. 2011. Styles, strategies and tactics approaches to teaching. 

Pondicherry University.  https://www.slideshare.net/amitaishwar/styles-

strategies-and-tactics-approaches-to-teaching  

Anita Okta P. , D. M. (2023). Kurikulum 2013 dan Kurikulum Merdeka dalam 

Pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris di jenjang SMA. Jurnal Inspirasi Ilmu 

Manajemen 

Cishe Nomabandla, Mantlana Dudu and  Nyembezi Nceba Nyembezi (2015). 

Teaching practices from a theoretical perspective. Walter Sisulu 

University, Private Bag X1, Mthatha, 5117, South Africa  Nelson 

Mandela Metropolitan University, South Africa. 

Citranngtyas Clara Evi C, Setiawan Agus and Purwanto Edi (2021). students’ 

Perception toward the Merdeka Belajar Kampus Merdeka Policy (Case 

Study at a Private University in South Tangrang). Universitas 

Pembangunan South Tangerang. 

Clarke, B. (2006). How to Use Thematic Analysis. Google Sites. 

Conelly and Clandinin (1990). Stories and The Experience and Narrative Inquiry. 

Canada 

Copland, F., Garton, S., & Burns, A. (2014). Challenges in Teaching English to 

Young. 762. https://doi.org/10.1002/tesq.148  

Cothran, J. Donetta&Kulinna, Hodges Pamela. (2006). Students' Perspectives on 

Direct, Peer, and Inquiry Teaching Strategies. Journal of Teaching in 

Physical Education. Vol. 25, No. 166 – 181.  

Creswell, John W (2013). Research design: qualitative, quantitative, and mixed 

methods approaches. University of Nebraska- Lincoln. 

Hendri, N. (2020). Merdeka Belajar; Antara Retorika Dan Aplikasi. 

Http://Ejournal.Unp.Ac.Id/Index.Php/e-Techr, 08 Number. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/XXXXXX-XX-0000-00  

Kemendikbud (2023). Beranda Kurikulum Merdeka 

https://kurikulum.kemdikbud.go.id/kurikulum-merdeka/  

https://www.slideshare.net/amitaishwar/styles-strategies-and-tactics-approaches-to-teaching
https://www.slideshare.net/amitaishwar/styles-strategies-and-tactics-approaches-to-teaching
https://doi.org/10.1002/tesq.148
https://doi.org/10.1007/XXXXXX-XX-0000-00
https://kurikulum.kemdikbud.go.id/kurikulum-merdeka/


 
 

 

42 

 

Kemendikbud. (2020a). Mendikbud Tetapkan Empat Pokok Kebijakan 

Pendidikan “Merdeka Belajar.” Www.Kemdikbud.Go.Id.  

Khajlo, A. I. (2013). Problems in teaching and learning English for students. 

International Journal of Engineering Research, 7(3), 56. www.ijerd.com 

Khoirurrijal et al. (2022). Pengembangan kurikulum merdeka. CV. Literasi 

Nusantara Abadi 

Killen, Roy (1996), Effective Teaching Strategies (Lesson from Research and 

Practice). Australia: Social Science Press.  

Kurka (2022). Capaian pembelajaran bahasa inggris pada kurikulum merdeka. 

Diambil kembali dari pusat pengembangan kurikulum: 

https://kurikulummerdeka.com/capaian-pembelajaran-bahasa-inggris-

pada-kurikulum-merdeka/  

Kusumaryono, R. S. (2020). Merdeka Belajar. 

Https://Gtk.Kemdikbud.Go.Id/ReadNews/Merdeka-Belajar.  

Learners: Global Perspectives and Local Realities. TESOL Quarterly, 48(4), 738– 

Lynch, L. M. (2008). Three critical problems in English language teaching and 

learning and what to do about them. 

Mannathoko, M.C. (2013). Does Teaching Practice Effectively Prepare Student-

Theachers to Teach. Sciedu Press, 115 

Nafosat, Z., Nasiba, A., Ozoda, N., Baktior, D., & Enajon, N. (2019). Interactive 

strategies and methods of education. International Journal of Recent 

Technology and Engineering (IJRTE). Vol. 8 

Pertiwi Kusuma dan Pusparini Ririn (2021). Vocational high school english 

teachers’ perspectives on “merdeka belajar” curriculum. Universitas 

Negeri Surabaya. 

Rahmat, N.F. (2022). Pengembangan Modul Ajar Kurikulum Merdeka Mata 

Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris SMK Kota Surabaya, Gramaswara 

Reza Muhammad dan Shagena Ageng (2022). Efektifitas dan peran guru dalam 

kurikulum merdeka. Universitas Sriwijaya. 

Richards, Jack C. & Rodgres (1986), Approaches and Methods in Language 

Teaching, USA: Cambridge University Press. 1986 

http://www.kemdikbud.go.id/
http://www.ijerd.com/
https://kurikulummerdeka.com/capaian-pembelajaran-bahasa-inggris-pada-kurikulum-merdeka/
https://kurikulummerdeka.com/capaian-pembelajaran-bahasa-inggris-pada-kurikulum-merdeka/
https://gtk.kemdikbud.go.id/ReadNews/Merdeka-Belajar


 

 

43 

 

 
 

Richards, Jack C. & Farell, Thomas S. C. (2005) Professional Development for 

Language Teachers, USA: Cambridge University Press (2005)  

Sarode, D. R.(2018). “Teaching Strategies, Styles And Qualities Of A Teacher: A 

Review For Valuable Higher Education”. Technical Research 

Organisation India. 

Satria, T. (2013). Laporan Kegiatan Individu Praktik Pengalaman Lapangan SMA 

Negeri 1 Piyungan Karangganyar. Sitimulyo, Piyungan, Bantul. 

oai:eprints.uny.ac.id:52481. 

Sintia. (2021). Merdeka Belajar-Kampus Merdeka. 

Https://Fmipa.Unri.Ac.Id/Berita/Merdeka-Belajar-Kampus-Merdeka/.  

Songbatumis Mumary (2017). Challenges in Teaching English Faced by English 

Teachers at MTsN Taliwang, Indonesia. Yogyakarta.  

Squire Corinne (2008). ESRC National Centre for Research Methods Review 

Paper 

Wells Kathleen (2011). Narrative inquiry. Oxford University New York.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://fmipa.unri.ac.id/Berita/Merdeka-Belajar-Kampus-Merdeka/


 

 

51 

 

 
 

Enclosure 3 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

Name : Sania Syafiqka 

Student Number : 2519006 

Place and date of Birth : Pekalongan, 19 Oktober 1999 

Gender : Female 

Address : Poncol Gumuk Asri Gg. 10a RT/RW 001/011    

Kecamatan Pekalongan, Kota Pekalongan 

Educational Background :  

1. SD Muhammadiyah 02 Noyontaan (2011) 

2. MTS. Muhammadiyah 2 Patean Kendal 

(2016) 

3. MA K.H Syafi’I Buaran 

4. English Education Department, Faculty of 

Education and Teacher Training, UIN K.H 

Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan (2024) 

  

  


