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MOTTO

“Reading is windows to the world”

“Victory iS ours’’

-war thunder-

s ) a5 a8l g ol 3l ¢ pial) g alll () el
“ketahuilah bahwasannya kemenangan itu Bersama kesabaran, dan
jalan keluar itu Bersama kesulitan,dan bahwasanya kesulitan ada
kemudaham”

(H.R. Tirmidzi)



TABLE OF CONTENTS

COVER ...ttt sttt enes [
LEMBAR PERNYATAAN KEASLIAN KARYA ILMIAH ..................... il
NOTA PEMBIMBING ......coooiiiiieiceseeese et iii
PENGESAHAN ...t e e v
1Y/ 2 I I SR v
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...ttt vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ...t viii
PREFACE ...ttt sttt re e Xi
ABSTRAK ..t xiii
ABSTRACT .ottt st e ettt eeneane e Xiv
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION ....ccciiiiiiie et 1
1.1 Background of the StUY ..........cccevieieiiiieec e 1
1.2 Formulation of the problem...........cccccoiviiiiii e, 3
1.3 Operational Definitions ...........ccovviiiiieiee e 3
1.4 AIMS OF SEUAY.....ooiiiiic e 4
1.5 SIgNIficance Of STUAY .......cceiiiiiiiice e 4
CHAPTER Il LITERATURE REVIEW. ......cccooiiiiieiiie e 5
2.1 Theoretical Background ............ccoovveiiiiiiiniiesese e 5
0 N o 1= 1 ([ o [ USSR 5
2.1.1.1  ASPECES OF SPEAKING ...c.veivieiiieiieiie ittt 5
2.1.1.2  Students DiffiCUItIES ..........ccverieeieiiee e 6
2.1.2  Conversation PraCtiCe...........ccoceuiuriienieniesiieiie s e see st 7
2.1.2.1 Students difficulties in Speaking English...........ccccccocoiinininnn. 9

2.2 PrEVIOUS STUAIES .....cvvevveieiiiiesiisiieteeie ettt 13
2.3 Conceptual Framework ... 16
CHAPTER Il RESEARCH METHODOLOGY ....ccoceoviiiiiienieiesinieens 18
3.1 RESEAICHN DESIGN ...ttt 18
3.2 RESEAICH FOCUS.....c.viviiiiiiiiesiieeee e 18
3.3 Data COIECHION........ccuiiiiiie e 18
3.4 Setting and PartiCIpantS ...........coovririeieiene e 19
3.5 Data ANAIYSIS......ecvieiieie et 21

Vi



3.6 Data TrUStWOITNINESS ..., 23

CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION ......cccocovviiiiiiieeneiennns 24
g 0T [ o T S 24
4.1.1  Students' Difficulties in speaking English conversation practice
.................................................................................................. 24
4.1.2  The causes of Students' difficulties in speaking English
ConVersation PraCtiCe .........cccvevuevieieerie e ese e 32
4.2 DISCUSSION ....cuvveiiieeieesieeeiteesteesteeateesteesteestaesteesraeesteesaeeebeesnneesreesnees 40
4.2.1  EFL Students Difficulties in Speaking English Conversation
o - 0 [ SR PSUPRSOR 41
4.2.2  Causes of EFL Students Difficulties Speaking English
CoNVErsation PraCliCe ........cccveuereeiieeieseesieesieeeesieesie e sieeneeas 48
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION ....coiiiiiiiie e 54
5.1 Summary of the FINAINGS ..o 54
5.2 RECOMMENAALION ....c.veiveciieie e 55
REFERENCES ..ottt st eneas 57

vii



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

All praise is due to Allah SWT who has bestowed His countless
blessings and grace upon me, allowing me to complete this thesis. This thesis is
prepared to fulfill the requirements for obtaining a Sarjana Pendidikan Degree at
the Islamic State University of K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan. I am fully
aware of all the limitations and numerous shortcomings that need to be addressed
in the writing of this thesis. | hope that the results of this research can provide
information and benefits to everyone who reads it, especially for the field of
education. In the preparation of this thesis, | received various forms of support and
assistance, both material and non-material, from many parties. Here, with pride
and respect, | present several acknowledgments as a token of gratitude to those

who have played a role in assisting me in completing this thesis:

1. My first acknowledgment is to my guide and role model, my father Rohmat,
and my protector and gateway to heaven, my mother Sriyah. Thank you very
much for all the sacrifices, boundless love, and unwavering support, as well
as for being my invaluable confidants. The countless messages always
conveyed by my father and mother, “be diligent and never give up,” are the
most beautiful forms in this universe. May Allah SWT always protect our
family wherever we are, and may Allah SWT always grant good health and a

long life. amin.

viii



My cousin Fitrotul Maulana and my younger siblings Ikbar, Evan, and Zayin,
who always provided prayers, enthusiasm, and companionship during the

process of writing this thesis.

My alma mater, the English Education Program, Faculty of Tarbiyah and

Teacher Training, UIN K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan.

My thesis advisor, Ibu Isriani Hardini, M.A., Ph.D., who always provided

guidance and input in completing the writing of this thesis.

My academic advisor, Dr. Muhammad Achwan Baharrudin, M.Hum, who

always provided direction and input related to academics.

My classmates in the "LORD" squad: Muhammad Hanif Sugiarto, Didy
Nurdianto, Muhammad Sefudin, Insan Kamil, and Ubaidillah, who have been

my project partners and have continuously provided support without end.

My neighborhood friend, Mr. Chip Agoy who has provided encouragement
and support and has always listened to my joys and sorrows in various

matters.

. The juniors who are part of the Majelis Negatif group, who have provided
relentless enthusiasm, and have accompanied and entertained me throughout

my studies and the writing of this thesis.

Not to forget, my friends in the Sekarum Utara village community, who have

provided support and input.



10.

11.

My friends from the 2020 batch of the English Education Program, who
have worked hard throughout the university period until the final

preparation of this thesis.

Finally, to myself, Muhammad Rifqi. Thank you for being able to fight
this far and for enduring as strongly as possible, even when | doubted
myself. Thank you for continuing to strive and celebrate yourself up to
this point, despite often feeling discouraged by unachieved efforts. This
is the greatest achievement that deserves to be celebrated for yourself.
Always be happy wherever you are. Whatever your shortcomings and

strengths, let's celebrate. Be proud of every small step you take.



PREFACE

Praise and gratitude | offer to Allah SWT, for by His blessings and
mercy, | am able to complete this thesis. This thesis was written as a requirement
for obtaining a Bachelor's degree in Education in the English Tadris Study Program
at the Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher Training, UIN K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid
Pekalongan. I realize that without the help and guidance of various parties, from
the time of my studies to the preparation of this thesis, it would have been a
challenge for me to complete this work. Therefore, | would like to express my

gratitude to:

1. Prof. Dr. H. Zaenal Mustakim, M.Ag., as the Rector of UIN K.H.

Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan.

2. Prof. Dr. H. Moh. Sugeng Solehuddin, M.Ag., as the Dean of FTIK UIN

K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan.

3. Ahmad Burhanuddin, M.A., as the Head of the Tarbiyah and Teacher

Training Study Program.

4. lsriani Hardimi, M.A., Ph.D., as the thesis supervisor who has dedicated

time, effort, and thoughts to guide me in preparing this thesis.

5. Dr. Mochammad Achwan Baharuddin, S.Th.l., M.Hum., as the

Academic Supervisor (DPA).

6. My parents and family, who have provided material and moral support.

xi



7. My friends, who have offered significant assistance in completing this thesis.
Lastly, | hope that Allah SWT rewards all the kindness of those who have

helped me. May this thesis contribute to the advancement of knowledge.

Xii



ABSTRAK

Speaking merupakan salah satu keterampilan yang harus dikuasai oleh pelajar
Bahasa Inggris sebagai Bahasa Asing (EFL) untuk mendukung mereka dalam
berkomunikasi atau bercakap-cakap. Tujuan penelitian ini adalah menganalisis
dan mengungkap kesulitan siswa dalam praktik percakapan bahasa Inggris.
Untuk mencapai tujuan tersebut, peneliti menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif
dengan desain narrative inquiry. Pengumpulan data dilakukan melalui
wawancara semi-terstruktur dengan lima siswa dari salah satu sekolah
menengah Islam di Pekalongan, kemudian data dianalisis menggunakan teknik
analisis tematik. Beberapa temuan terkait kesulitan siswa dalam praktik
percakapan bahasa Inggris meliputi masalah kosakata, pengucapan, tata bahasa
dan kelancaran berbicara. Peneliti juga menemukan bahwa kesulitan tersebut
pada akhirnya muncul akibat faktor psikologis yang dialami siswa saat harus
berbicara bahasa Inggris di depan kelas. Hasil penelitian ini memberikan
rekomendasi informatif bagi pelajar EFL, guru EFL, dan peneliti selanjutnya
untuk mengeksplorasi topik ini dengan metode yang berbeda, misalnya melalui
strategi untuk mengatasi kesulitan siswa.

Kata kunci:Speaking,students difficulties,conversation practice.
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ABSTRACT

Speaking was one of the skills that had to be mastered by EFL learners, which
could support them in conversing or communicating. This research was to
analyze and reveal the students' difficulties in English conversation practice.
To achieve the purpose of this study, the researcher used a qualitative approach
and narrative inquiry design. The researcher collected data for the purpose of
this research using semi-structured interviews with five students from one of the
Islamic high schools in Pekalongan, and the data were analyzed using the
thematic analysis. Some findings regarding students' difficulties in speaking
English conversation practices included vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar,
and fluency problems. The researcher also found that these difficulties
ultimately arose due to psychological factors experienced by students who
presented speaking English in front of the class. The results of this study
provide for the EFL students,EFL teachers and the next researcher to research
this topic with difference method for example,strategies to countered students
difficulties.

Keywords: Speaking, students' difficulties, conversation practice.
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the study

In this era, there are many ways to learn English as a Foreign Language
(EFL). Foreign language learners generally look for ideal methods to learn
English, especially in speaking contexts. Limited interaction between speakers
of these languages and foreign language learners is an obstacle for foreign
language learners. Speaking plays an important role in English language
proficiency, alongside other skills such as reading, writing and listening. If
someone neglects to learn to speak, effective communication and expressing
actions or ideas becomes a challenge such as is conversation. There are still many
EFL students at a high school in Pekalongan who experience difficulties in
conversation practice. The causes of these difficulties are due to various things.
However, according to Supriadi (2021) the most common type of error, followed
by information errors, additions, and sorting errors.

According to Harris (1974), speaking is a complex skill that requires
the simultaneous use of various abilities, which often develop at different rates.
Speaking is a crucial skill closely related to our daily lives, where we constantly
communicate with each other. English speaking conversations are particularly
challenging, as supported by Bueno et al (2006), stating that speaking is one

of the most difficult skills for



language learners. English conversations in school can be problematic for some
students, especially during class discussions. Conversations not only occur in
educational settings but also in students' daily lives, both in real and virtual
environments, given the fast-paced nature of the current era.

The purpose of this research was analyzed the students difficulties
English conversation practice at Islamic high School in Pekalongan it must
include elements of understanding such as reading, writing, listening, and
speaking, all of which are crucial for EFL learners to fully comprehend the ins
and outs of vocabulary. Thus, effectiveness should not only be judged by the
word itself but by how well it is described.

Based on pre-observation, it was known that the students there
experienced difficulties in speaking. The researcher contributing reveal specific
difficulties and discovered new facts that students experience face in learning
conversation and whether conversation is a fundamental skill that supports
English speaking proficiency. This study had argues that conversation is a skill
that must be mastered, and changing times require EFL learners to be creative in
their approach. In line with that, many previous studies have investigated about
student difficulties in various aspect but in this case investigating about the
student  difficulties focused in  brown theory including the
vocabulary,fluency,pronunciation and grammar. Researcher aimed to enrich of

knowledge by conducting



of this. The researcher interested in investigating the difficulties students in at
Islamic high School Pekalongan experienced in conversation practice with the
title “Students’ Difficulties In Speaking English Conversation Practice at an

Islamic High School in Pekalongan”

1.2 Formulation of the problem
The research provide question of this study is
1. What are the Islamic high school students difficulties in speaking English
conversation practice?
2. What causes the difficulties in speaking English Conversation practice?
1.3 Operational Definitions
To avoid misunderstanding about the terms in this study, the researcher provides
several definitions related to research as follows:
1. Practice: is activities to try application or realize relating the theory.
2. Conversation: is interactive between two participant or more to to exchange
information,feeling or ideas.
3. Student difficulties: is a condition when student cannot learn because of
interference Learning disorders are caused by students' lack of

understanding.



1.4 Aims of Study
The aims of This research below:
1. To explore difficulties in speaking English conversation practice
2. To Explore the causes of students difficulties in speaking English

conversation practice.

1.5 Significance of study

1. Theoritical use: This results of the research supported by Brown (2003)
Theory about students difficulties in speaking English and contributing in
developing practical activities in english learning related to Conversation.

2. Emprical Use: this Study provided empirical insight into students difficulties
in english conversations practice to built good speaking or conversate in
english.

3. Practical use: in practical,researcher in this study recieved the data and the
result gived insight about the students difficulties in speaking english

conversation.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1 Summary of the Findings

This chapter is based on the findings of this study regarding
students' difficulties in speaking English during conversation practice.
The researcher found that most students face challenges in speaking
English, the study identifies four difficulties in students’ English
speaking such as vocabulary limitations, pronunciation inaccuracies,
grammatical errors, and disrupted fluency. Vocabulary gaps hinder
students’ ability to express ideas coherently, while frequent
mispronunciations reduce clarity in communication. Grammatical
inaccuracies, such as incorrect verb tenses and sentence structures, lead
to misunderstandings during conversations. Additionally, students’
fluency is disrupted by excessive pauses and hesitations, reflecting
insufficient practice in spontaneous speaking. These findings imply that
EFL teachers must prioritize contextual vocabulary drills, phonetic
training, and grammar-in-context activities to address skill gaps
systematically. For students, this highlights the need for autonomous
practice through tools like language apps and self-recording to monitor
progress.

Psychological barriers significantly exacerbate students’
speaking difficulties. Key factors include fear of mistakes, shyness, lack
of motivation, anxiety, and low self-confidence. Fear of judgment

from peers discourages participation, while shyness and anxiety create
5



reluctance to engage in conversations. Lack of motivation stems from
perceived irrelevance of English to daily life, further reducing practice
opportunities. These psychological challenges imply that teachers
should adopt student-centered approaches to foster a supportive
classroom environment, such as integrating ice-breaking activities and
positive reinforcement. For students, building self-awareness through
reflective journals or peer feedback sessions could mitigate emotional
barriers.
5.2 Recommendation

For students are encouraged to adopt active and reflective
strategies to overcome speaking barriers. They can leverage language
exchange platforms like Duolingo to practice and expand their
vocabulary and everyday expressions. Maintaining a speaking journal
is also beneficial for tracking progress, challenges, and anxieties,
thereby enhancing self-awareness. Furthermore, joining English clubs
or online communities such as Reddit and etc, can provide peer support
and reduce feelings of isolation. Regular self-assessment and seeking
feedback from peers are crucial for identifying recurring mistakes and
overcoming the fear of criticism.

For EFL teachers, address students' difficulties, teachers are
advised to integrate structured and contextual exercises into their
lessons. For instance, by conducting daily conversation practices
focused on specific vocabulary themes or grammar rules, teachers can
improve speaking accuracy and provide immediate feedback to help

students correct errors. Additionally, activities such as timed short



speeches or simulations of real-life situations can help students build
speaking fluency. Teachers should also create a supportive classroom
environment through collaborative error analysis sessions and adopt a
gradual approach—from individual speeches to paired dialogues and
group discussions to foster students’ confidence.

Through this research,future researchers suggested can focus on
developing strategies and theoretical frameworks more relevant to EFL
educational contexts. Researchers could explore differences in speaking
instruction approaches, such as conventional methods versus accessible
technology-based interactive approaches, to determine which better
reduces anxiety and improves fluency. Studies might also compare the
effectiveness of teacher training programs in implementing new
methods versus traditional ones, providing deeper insights into existing
research gaps in EFL education. By focusing on current and
educationally relevant aspects, research outcomes could offer practical,
easily implementable solutions for diverse EFL classroom

environments.
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