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ABSTRAK 

 

Membaca ekstensif (ER) merupakan kegiatan penting bagi mahasiswa, 

khususnya mahasiswa pendidikan tinggi, untuk meningkatkan 

kemampuan berbahasa dan menumbuhkan kecintaan membaca. 

Namun, dalam praktiknya, mereka mengalami kendala dalam memilih 

jenis bacaan yang tepat. Maka, tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk 

mengidentifikasi dan menganalisis preferensi bacaan yang digunakan 

oleh mahasiswa pendidikan tinggi dalam melaksanakan membaca 

ekstensif melalui platform Wattpad. Untuk mencapai tujuan penelitian 

ini, peneliti menggunakan metode pendekatan kualitatif dengan desain 

studi kasus. Peneliti juga mengumpulkan data melalui wawancara semi 

terstruktur terhadap 5 orang mahasiswa di salah satu perguruan tinggi 

di Pekalongan. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa preferensi genre 

bacaan mahasiswa di Wattpad bervariasi mulai dari romance, science 

fiction, misteri, dan petualangan yang mencerminkan kebutuhan 

pribadi mereka akan hiburan, imajinasi, dan tantangan. Selain itu, 

berdasarkan hasil wawancara dan dokumentasi, partisipan juga 

merasakan bahwa preferensi genre tersebut disumbangkan oleh faktor-

faktor yang kompleks seperti perkembangan usia, kebutuhan 

psikologis, dan rekomendasi teman sebaya. 

Kata kunci: Membaca extensive, preferensi membaca, wattpad 
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ABSTRACT 
 

Extensive reading (ER) is an important activity for students, especially 

higher education students, to improve their language skills and foster a 

love of reading. However, in practice, they experience obstacles in 

choosing the right type of reading. Then, the purpose of this study is to 

identify and analyze the reading preferences used by higher education 

students in implementing extensive reading through the Wattpad 

platform. To achieve the objectives of this study, the researcher used a 

qualitative approach method with a case study design. The researcher 

also collected data through semi-structured interviews with 5 students 

at a university in Pekalongan. The results of the study showed that 

students' reading genre preferences on Wattpad varied from romance, 

science fiction, mystery and adventures which reflected their personal 

needs for entertainment, imagination, and challenges. In addition, based 

on the results of interviews and documentation, the participants also felt 

that the genre preferences were contributed by complex factors such as 

age development, psychological needs, and peer recommendations. 

Keywords: Extensive reading, reading preferences, wattpad 

  



 

ix 

Pekalongan, February 2025 

 

The Researcher 

PREFACE 

 

Praises and gratefulness are sent to Allah Swt. who has poured His 

grace and His gift and bestowed me guidance, health, and patience so that the 

writing process of my thesis entitled “Mapping Higher Education 

Students’ Preferences in Reading on Wattpad to Practice Extensive 

Reading” can be completed. This thesis is submitted to English Education 

Department of UIN K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan to fulfill one of 

the requirements of the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree at the English Education 

Department of Faculty of Education and Teacher Training UIN K.H. 

Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan. The writer realizes that this thesis is not 

perfect. Therefore, suggestions and correction for this thesis are absolutely 

needed. Then, this proposed study can be accomplished because of many 

supports from several people. Therefore, on this occasion, I would like to 

express my sincere gratitude to: 

1. Mr. Prof. Dr. H. Zaenal Mustakim, M.Ag. as the Rector of UIN 

K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan. 

2. Prof. Dr. M. Sugeng Sholehuddin, M.Ag. as the Dean of Faculty of 

Education and Teacher Training of UIN K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid 

Pekalongan. 

3. Mr. Ahmad Burhanuddin, M.A. as the Head of the English 

Education Department of Faculty of Education and Teacher 

Training of UIN K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan 

4. Mrs. Eros Meilina Sofa, M. Pd. as my supervisor who has given me 

suggestions, guidance, and time in writing this thesis. 

5. All lecturers and staff of the English Education Department UIN 

K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan who always give 

knowledge, support, and information. 

6. My beloved parents who have given me endless support, prayer, 

advice, and encouragement in writing this thesis. 

7. Everyone who has contributed in this thesis. 

  



 

x 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

 

HALAMAN JUDUL ............................................................................ i 

SURAT PERNYATAAN KEASLIAN SKRIPSI ............................. ii 

NOTA PEMBIMBING ..................................................................... iii 

APPROVAL SHEET ......................................................................... iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................. v 

MOTTO .............................................................................................. vi 

ABSTRAK ......................................................................................... vii 

ABSTRACT ..................................................................................... viii 

PREFACE ........................................................................................... ix 

TABLE OF CONTENT ...................................................................... x 

TABLE LIST ..................................................................................... xii 

FIGURE LIST ................................................................................. xiii 

CHAPTER I......................................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the study.............................................................. 1 

1.2 Formulation of the problem ......................................................... 3 

1.3 Operational definition.................................................................. 3 

1.4 Aims of the study ........................................................................ 3 

1.5 Significance of the study ............................................................. 4 

CHAPTER II ....................................................................................... 5 

2.1 Theoretical background ............................................................... 5 

2.1.1 Extensive reading ........................................................................ 5 

2.1.2 Reading preferences ................................................................... 6 

2.1.3 Wattpad ..................................................................................... 10 

2.2 Previous studies ......................................................................... 17 

2.3 Conceptual framework .............................................................. 19 

CHAPTER III ................................................................................... 21 

3.1 Research methodology .............................................................. 21 

3.2 Data collection ........................................................................... 21 

3.3 Data validation .......................................................................... 23 

3.4 Setting and participants ............................................................. 23 

3.5 Data analysis.............................................................................. 25 

CHAPTER IV .................................................................................... 27 

4.1 Findings ..................................................................................... 27 



 

xi 

4.1.1 Extensive reading activity and students preferences on 

reading Wattpad ................................................................................ 27 

4.1.2 Contributing factors in choosing genres ................................. 46 

4.2 Discussion ................................................................................. 74 

CHAPTER V ..................................................................................... 83 

5.1 Summary of the findings ........................................................... 83 

5.2 Recommendation ....................................................................... 83 

5.2.1 Recommendation for teachers .................................................... 83 

5.2.2 Recommendation for further research ......................................... 84 

REFERENCES .................................................................................. 85 

APENDIX .............................................. Error! Bookmark not defined. 

 



 

xii 

TABLE LIST 

 

Table 3. 1 Profile of the participants ................................................... 24 

Table 4. 1 Tsalisa’s reading log on reading Wattpad. ......................... 32 

Table 4. 2 Baiti’s reading log on reading Wattpad. ............................ 33 

Table 4. 3 Nila’s reading log on reading Wattpad. ............................. 34 

Table 4. 4 Zulfa’s reading log on reading Wattpad. ........................... 36 

Table 4. 5 Ansor’s reading log on reading Wattpad. .......................... 37 

  



 

xiii 

FIGURE LIST 

 

Figure 2. 1 Conceptual framework ..................................................... 20 

 

  



 

1 

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the study 

Extensive reading (ER) is an important activity for students 

to improve their language skills and foster a love of reading. 

According to Musahrain (2016), extensive reading is a type of 

reading that prioritizes or considers reading materials with a 

person's abilities. By adjusting reading materials with the abilities 

possessed, reading activities are expected to be a fun and non-

stressful process. 

Example activities of extensive reading are reading that 

someone like to spend the free time. According to Day (2015), 

reading material level that choosen tend to match to the ability of 

the students, for example story book, magazine, news, and novel. 

Thus, extensive reading have some benefits for the students. 

According to Levy (2016), extensive reading can make a broad 

content exposure, improved fluency with vocabulary, enhanced 

students’ reading motivation, and autonomous learning (build 

reading habits).  

The characteristic of extensive reading is the readers have 

the right to determine their reading materials. It is in line with 

Nation (2013), one of the important characteristics of a broad 

extensive reading program is that students have a choice in what 

they read. So, extensive reading has a close relationship with 

reading preferences. According to Nabila (2019), reading 

preferences are the reading materials that favored, which they will 

put a lot of effort and time as well as induce themselves to read for 

it. 

However, students often encounter obstacles when they are 

going to do extensive reading activities. One of the obstacles that 

often occurs is difficulty or confusion in choosing the type of 

reading they want to read. It is in line with Renandya (2020), the 

essence of the ER program is the availability of a large amount of 

reading material and one of the problems of implementing 

extensive reading is finding relevant reading for students. It is also 
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a homework for teachers or instructors of extensive reading to 

provide a variety of reading texts that are suitable for students and 

also with easy access. 

Most people think that to overcome this problem, it is 

enough to present many books to students and ask them to choose. 

However, in this case, the use of printed books for this kind of thing 

will be less efficient. Printed books are heavier and larger so they 

are less practical to carry or store in large quantities (Rizky, 2024). 

Nowadays, the term ebook or digital text is very popular for its 

practicality compared to printed books. Moreover, many people 

use online reading platforms such as Wattpad which provide a lot 

of free reading materials in it. Wattpad is mobile reading where 

anyone can upload it and read it on a smartphone (Lau, 2024). 

Wattpad can be used for extensive reading practice. 

According to Permatasari (2020) in a study aimed at finding out 

students' perceptions in reading Wattpad for extensive reading 

activities, it was found that Wattpad contributed to improving 

writing skills, vocabulary mastery, speaking skills, and listening 

skills. Although we know that doing extensive reading on the 

Wattpad platform can have a positive impact on students, we still 

don't know whether Wattpad can also be a solution to solve the 

problem. The problem itsel is where students have difficulty 

determining the type of reading that is appropriate for them during 

extensive reading activities. 

This is important to be researched because choosing the 

right type of reading will affect the success or failure of 

implementing extensive reading both in the context of learning in 

the classroom or outside of learning. The purpose of extensive 

reading is to find a general overview and general understanding of 

a discourse (Komariah, 2021). So, to facilitate understanding of the 

discourse, there needs to be an appropriate type of reading for 

students. 

From the explanation above, extensive reading activities 

are important to do because they foster a love of reading. However, 

students who are just starting extensive reading activities tend to 
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find it difficult to choose the type of reading that is right for them, 

especially from an easily accessible platform such as Wattpad. The 

purpose of this study was to find out what types of readings 

students like and to find out the that influence factors that 

contribute the students' preferences in reading Wattpad. So that this 

study can be useful for English teachers to help students determine 

the type of reading that is right for them. 

1.2 Formulation of the problem 

The researcher takes the formulation of the problem as follows. 

1. What are the preferred genres of text on Wattpad among 

higher education students in extensive reading activity?  

2. What are the factors that contribute the higher education 

students’ preferences in reading on Wattpad during 

extensive reading activity?  

1.3 Operational definition 

1.4 Aims of the study 

The aims of the study are as follows 

1. To identify the preferred genres of text on Wattpad among 

higher education students in extensive reading activity. 

2. To analyze the factors that contribute the higher education 

students’ preferences in reading on Wattpad during extensive 

reading activity. 

1. Extensive 

Reading  

: Extensive reading is a type of reading 

that prioritizes, considers and adapts 

reading material to one’s abilities 

(Musahrain, 2016). 

2. Wattpad : Wattpad is mobile reading where 

anyone can upload it and read it on a 

smartphone (Lau, 2024). 

3. Reading 

preferences 

: Reading preferences are the reading 

materials that favoured, which they will 

put a lot of effort and time as well 

indluge themselves to read for it 

(Nabila, 2019). 
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1.5 Significance of the study 

The following are the significances of this study: 

1. Theoretical : This research can help English teachers in 

general and extensive reading teachers in 

particular to provide an understanding of 

the theory of extensive reading and how 

Harris and Sipay's (1980) theory of reading 

preferences factors can help teachers in 

finding out the reasons why students 

choose a type of reading. 

2. Practical : This research can be useful for English 

teachers in general and extensive reading 

teachers in particular in order to help 

students find the suitible type of reading for 

them. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

5.1 Summary of the findings 

This chapter is based on the findings of this study 

regarding sudents’s preferences on reading Wattpad and the 

factors contributed them. The researcher found that students’ 

reading genre preferences on Wattpad are very diverse, 

including romance, science fiction, and mysttwry, and 

adventure, reflecting their need for entertainment, imagination, 

and challenge. These preferences indicate that Wattpad serves 

as a flexible platform that allows students to meet their personal 

reading needs through the variety of genres available. The 

researcher also found that students' reading genre preferences 

on Wattpad are influenced by complex factors such as age 

development, psychological needs, availability of free content, 

and most importantly, peer recommendations. Although gender 

and socioeconomic status play a role, the influence of context 

and social dynamics proves to be more dominant in shaping 

students' reading genre choices. 

5.2 Recommendation 

In a research, a researcher must be able to provide 

something useful or beneficial for the development of science, 

agencies or institutions, communities and various parties related 

to this research. After the researcher completes this thesis, in 

this chapter the researcher puts forward suggestions according 

to the results of the research in the discussion of this thesis. The 

suggestions that the researcher provides after researching are as 

follows. 

5.2.1 Recommendation for teachers 

1. Recommendatin from this study is that teachers should 

provide more extensive reading activities for students 

in order to foster a love of reading in students. 

2. In carrying out extensive reading activities, teachers 

must pay attention to all indicators of extensive 

reading, including paying attention to students' 



84 

 

reading preferences and the factors that contribute to 

them. 

5.2.2 Recommendation for further research 

1. Recommendation for further research that will 

conduct the same study, it can raise different study 

objects such as student preferences on online comic 

platforms in extensive reading activities. 

2. In addition, researchers can increase the number of 

literature studies related to the focus of the study to 

be researched. 
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