ENGLISH TEACHERS' STRATEGIES IN APPLYING
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION IN THE MERDEKA
CURRICULUM

A THESIS

Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Sarjana
Pendidikan in English Education Departmenet

By :
Meimunah Luthfiana

2521104

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF EDUCATION AND TEACHER TRAINING
UNIVERSITAS ISLAM NEGERI
K.H. ABDURRAHMAN WAHID PEKALONGAN
2025



LEMBAR PERNYATAAN KEASLIAN SKRIPSI

Yang bertanda tangan dibawah ini:

Nama : Meimunah Luthfiana
NIM : 2521104
Fakultas

: Fakultas Tarbiyah dan Ilmu Keguruan

Dengan ini menyatakan bahwa skripsi yang berjudul “ENGLISH
TEACHERS' STRATEGIES IN APPLYING DIFFERENTIATED
INSTRUCTION IN THE MERDEKA CURRICULUM?” adalah benar-benar

hasil karya penulis, kecuali dalam bentuk kutipan yang telah penulis sebutkan
sumbermnya.

Demikian pernyataan ini saya buat dengan sebenar-benarnya.

Pekalongan, 26 Februari 2025

7" Meimunah luthfiana
2521104

Dipindai dengan CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

Dr. Muhamad Jaeni, M.Pd, M.Ag
Perumahan Graha Naya Permata 2B, RT 06/RW 04,
Pekuncen, Wiradesa

NOTA PEMBIMBING

Lamp : 3 (Tiga) Eksemplar
Hal  :Naskah Skripsi
Sdr. Meimunah Luthfiana

Kepada

Yth. Dekan FTIK UIN K.H Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan
¢.q. Ketua Program Studi TBIG

di

PEKALONGAN

Assalamu ‘alaikum Wr. Wh.

Setelah diadakan penelitian dan perbaikan, maka bersama ini saya kirimkan

naskah Skripsi:

Nama : Meimunah Luthfiana

NIM : 2521104

Jurusan : FTIK/Tadris Bahasa Inggris

Judul : English Teachers' Strategies In Applying
Differentiated Instruction In The Merdeka
Curriculum

Dengan ini mohon agar skripsi tersebut segera dimunaqosahkan.
Demikian nota pembimbing ini dibuat untuk digunakan

sebagaimana mestinya. Atas perhatian bapak/Ibu, saya sampaikan terima

kasih.

Wassalamu 'alaikum Wr.Wb.
Pekalongan, 26 Februari 2025

Dr. Muhamgd Jaeni, M.Pd, M.Ag

NIP. 19750411 200912 1 002

it

Dipindai dengan CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

KEMENTERIAN AGAMA REPUBLIK INDONESIA
_ UNIVERSITAS ISLAM NEGERI
O K.H. ABDURRAHMAN WAHID PEKALONGAN
FAKULTAS TARBIYAH DAN ILMU KEGURUAN
‘QYF Jalan Pahlawan KM. 5 Rowolaku, Kajen, Kabupaten Pekalongan
Website : hitps:/ftik.uingusdur.ac.id/Email : ftik@uingusdur.ac.id

APPROVAL SHEET

The dean of Faculty of Education and Teacher Training, Universitas Islam Negeri (UIN)
K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan, confirm that the undergraduate thesis by:

Name : Meimunah Luthfiana

NIM :2521104

Judul : English Teachers’ Strategies In Applying Differentiated Instruction In The
Merdeka Curriculum

Has been examined and approved by the panel of examiners on March 17%, 2025
as a partial fulfillment of the requirements for Degree of Sarjana Pendidikan (S.Pd.) in English

Education.

The Examiners,

Examiner [ Examiner 11

ek

Dewi .'Puspitasari. M.Pd Riskiana, M.Pd
NIP. 19790221 200801 2 008 ' NIP. 197606121999032001

Pekalongan, March 16% 2025
Assigned by
The Dean of KEHGUIN.K.H. Abdurrahman Wahid Pekalongan

N AS TAR
SNy,
& 4

.197301122000031001

vi

Dipindai dengan CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

MOTTO

“ Surah Al-Insyiroh ayat 5-6 “

“Bahwa setiap kesusahan pasti ada kemudahan”




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Praise to be presence of Almighty Allah SWT; thanks to His grace and
blessing, I can finish my thesis and get a lot support from people who have been

involved in this research and writing of this thesis. 1 would like to express my

sincere thanks to all parties involved,
1. First, I would like to exp jitude to my family, especially

for my parents, Mr. ah who always give me

accompanies me dur

express my gratitude sor, Mr. Dr.

M.Ag Thank you f ce from the

riting this thesis.

Fourth, 1 would li

fighting together, supporting each other and helping each other. | also express
my gratitude to all parties involved in writing this thesis that | cannot mention
one by one.

5. Last but not least, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to myself.

Thank you for fighting this far and never giving up.



ABSTRAK

Pembelajaran diferensiasi dalam Kurikulum Merdeka adalah pendekatan
pengajaran yang disesuaikan dengan kebutuhan, minat, dan profil belajar siswa,
sehingga setiap individu dapat berkembang sesuai dengan potensinya. Pendekatan
ini memberikan fleksibilitas bagi guru dalam merancang strategi pembelajaran
yang beragam untuk memastikan setig@8iswa mendapatkan pengalaman belajar
yang optimal. Penelitian ini men rategi yang digunakan oleh guru
bahasa Inggris dalam mener diferensiasi dalam kerangka
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ABSTRACT

Differentiated instruction in the Merdeka Curriculum is a teaching approach
tailored to students' needs, interests, and learning profiles, allowing each
individual to develop according to their potential. This approach provides teachers
with flexibility in designing diverse instructional strategies to ensure that every
student has an optimal learning experi This study explores the strategies used
by English teachers in imple instruction within the
framework of the Merdeka Cu the challenges they face in the
process. The research emp itati with thematic analysis to
examine data collected iews, wi chool English teachers.
The findings reveal i vari tiation strategies in
terms of content [ fo" A diverse learning

‘ ling va ‘ using flexible
teaching met ' i ~ ver, teachers
also encount ' , large class
sizes, and va S cles, teachers
strive to ada ing onal approaches to crea and effective
is study " contributes standing of
e context of the'Merde i
the need fo ort and professional de

teachers in

struction, English Teacherse
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

The curriculum is a guideline for designing, implementing and

A

evaluating the results of learning activities. Suryana (2014) argues that

Curriculum is an organized framework that describes content, the

learning process to help children achieve curriculum goals, what

teachers do to help children achieve goals, and the context in which

ching and learning occurs. In addition, Beauchamp (1968) argued

curriculum is a written document whose content contains

jects that will be taught to students through various subjects, choice
of disciplines, problem formulatlon
he ka currlcullum is a ne y f
ent aims to provide flexibi da

1, 2022). In practice,

e Indonesian

y to schools

Differentiated Instruction involves modifications in various aspects of
teaching, such as content, process, product, and learning environment.
Hall, et.al (2003) assert that differentiated instruction is a method of

designing and delivering instruction to best reach each student.” This



includes adjusting teaching materials, teaching methods, and the ways
students demonstrate their understanding of the material. This
approach is highly aligned with the principles of the Merdeka
Curriculum, which provides flexibility for teachers to develop student-

centered learning.

However, despi tical support for Differentiated

Instruction, its | articularly in the context
ges. According to

e a classroom

backgrounds.

nesia, .especially at t level, often

Ities in applying this to limited

training, and-high workl

rch aims to explore the lish teachers

in applying Different

. These strategies

responsive to students' needs and backgrounds. In this context, a deep
understanding of how teachers implement Differentiated Instruction
can provide valuable insights to improve teaching and learning

effectiveness.



Furthermore, this study seeks to identify the challenges faced
by teachers and the strategies they use to overcome these obstacles.
Gregory and Chapman (2007) note that Differentiated instruction
requires a great deal of planning and effort on the part of the teacher.

Therefore, this study is expected to provide a comprehensive overview

of Differentiated Instr tices in Indonesian high schools,

ort the effective and

12 F

e challenges faced by
Instruction in the Merd

inition

od (2021) argue that
differentiated learning is a student-centered teaching approach
where teachers tailor instruction to the ways students learn, what
they are interested in, and how they develop. Tomlinson (2001)

stated that the implementation of Differentiated Instruction



involves three key approaches or strategies: differentiation of
process, content, and product. These strategies are highly
contextualized to teaching practices in Indonesia, for instance, by
assigning reading comprehension tasks tailored to students'

abilities and interests.

2. Merdeka Curricul ud Ristek (2021) states that the

Merdeka that provides learning

earning environment i dents toward

als. According to them i egies are the

cher’s actions designed ents' learning

s (Joyce & Weil, 1986)

1.4 A arch

1.5 Significance of the Research

1. Theoretical significance: This research contributes and supports
Differentiated Instruction Theory by Carol Ann Tomlinson (2001)

related to differentiated Instruction problems



2. Empirical Significance: This research provides insight and
increases practical knowledge for teachers in applying

Differentiated Instruction in the classroom.

3. Practical Significance: This research can be used as an information

provider for readers ab study that examines the strategies of

English teachers rentiated Instruction in Merdeka
can guide professional

ign of Differentiated



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1  Summary of Findings

Based on the findings presented in Chapter IV, this study has

identified the strategies use teachers in applying differentiated

instruction within t . The study revealed that

ning materials

rough initial

vided varied content to preferences,

ement.and comprehen d is Process

erent instructional a re used to

learning styles. Teac

such as

sed Learning. (PBL),

er to students with

their underst as essays, Vvideos,

infographics, is approach allowed
students to express their knowledge in a way that aligned with their

strengths and interests.

50
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This study also highlights challenges such as limited preparation
time, diverse material needs, and classroom management. Despite these,
differentiated instruction enhances student engagement and learning
outcomes. When implemented effectively, it meets diverse needs, fosters

active learning, and supports the Merdeka Curriculum’s goals.

5.2 Recommendation

for readers and future

research, it is ‘recom lish teachers

ching Straté_gies to suit t r students. In

IS no absoIUte right gy. A good

that enables students t ng objectives

at there will be more
references and participants relevant to the research topic on the
strategies used by English teachers in implementing differentiated

instruction as part of the Merdeka Curriculum.
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Additionally, further studies should explore the strategies

teachers use based on students' needs, interests, and abilities to

achieve optimal learning outcomes.
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