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MOTTO

"And that there is not for man except that [good] for which he
strives."
(QS. An-Najm: 39)

"The future depends on what you do today."
(Mahatma Gandhi)

"Take your time to grow, learn, and prepare yourself before
embracing greater responsibilities."
(The Writer)
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ABSTRACT

The Merdeka Curriculum is currently implemented in Indonesian
schools and emphasizes student-centered learning and flexibility in
the learning process. However, students may experience various
feelings during English learning activities. The purpose of this study
was to explore students’ feelings toward English learning using the
Merdeka Curriculum at a vocational high school in Pekalongan.
More specifically, this research investigated students’ positive and
negative feelings experienced during the learning process.

To achieve the purpose of the research, this study employed a
qualitative method using a narrative inquiry design. The researcher
conducted semi-structured interviews to collect the data from three
vocational high school students selected through purposive
sampling. The interview data were analyzed using thematic analysis
based on the Appraisal Theory proposed by Martin and White
(2005), focusing on affect categories. The results of this study
indicated that students experienced both positive and negative
feelings toward English learning using the Merdeka Curriculum.
Positive feelings, including happiness, security, satisfaction, and
inclination, were more dominant and emerged through interactive
learning activities, supportive teacher feedback, and students’
perceived improvement in their English skills. Meanwhile, negative
feelings such as unhappiness, insecurity, dissatisfaction, and
disinclination appeared in certain situations, including noisy
classroom conditions, fear of making mistakes, monotonous
learning activities, and unsatisfactory learning outcomes. The
research suggested that the implementation of the Merdeka
Curriculum generally supports positive emotional experiences in
English learning, although students’ feelings are influenced by
classroom atmosphere and teaching practices.

Keywords: Merdeka Curriculum; English Learning;

Students’ Feelings, Appraisal Theory; Vocational High
School

viii



ABSTRAK

Kurikulum Merdeka telah diimplementasikan di berbagai sekolah di
Indonesia dengan menekankan pembelajaran yang berpusat pada
siswa serta memberikan fleksibilitas dalam proses pembelajaran.
Meskipun demikian, siswa dapat mengalami berbagai perasaan
selama mengikuti pembelajaran bahasa Inggris. Penelitian ini
bertujuan untuk mengeksplorasi perasaan siswa terhadap
pembelajaran bahasa Inggris menggunakan Kurikulum Merdeka di
salah satu sekolah menengah kejuruan di Pekalongan. Secara
khusus, penelitian ini mengkaji berbagai perasaan positif dan negatif
yang dialami siswa selama proses pembelajaran. Untuk mencapai
tujuan tersebut, penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif
dengan desain penyelidikan naratif (narrative inquiry). Data
dikumpulkan melalui wawancara semi-terstruktur terhadap tiga
siswa sekolah menengah kejuruan yang dipilih menggunakan teknik
purposive sampling. Data hasil wawancara dianalisis menggunakan
analisis tematik berdasarkan Teori Penilaian (Appraisal Theory)
yang dikemukakan oleh Martin dan White (2005), dengan fokus
pada kategori afek Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa siswa
mengalami berbagai perasaan positif maupun negatif selama
mengikuti pembelajaran bahasa Inggris menggunakan Kurikulum
Merdeka. Perasaan positif, yang meliputi kebahagiaan, rasa aman,
kepuasan, dan kecenderungan, lebih dominan dibandingkan
perasaan negatif. Perasaan tersebut muncul melalui kegiatan
pembelajaran yang interaktif, umpan balik guru yang mendukung,
serta peningkatan kemampuan berbahasa Inggris yang dirasakan
olen siswa. Sementara itu, perasaan negatif, seperti
ketidakbahagiaan, rasa tidak aman, ketidakpuasan, dan keengganan,
muncul pada situasi tertentu, seperti suasana kelas yang berisik, rasa
takut melakukan kesalahan, kegiatan pembelajaran yang monoton,
serta hasil belajar yang dianggap belum memuaskan. Temuan
penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa implementasi Kurikulum
Merdeka secara umum mampu mendukung terciptanya pengalaman
emosional yang positif dalam pembelajaran bahasa Inggris,
meskipun perasaan siswa tetap dipengaruhi oleh suasana kelas dan
praktik pembelajaran yang diterapkan oleh guru.

Kata kunci: Kurikulum Merdeka; Pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris;
Perasaan Siswa; Teori Penilaian; Sekolah Menengah Kejuruan.
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CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

In relation to the Merdeka Curriculum, one of its
main goals is to increase students’ engagement and
motivation through flexible, relevant, and student-centered
learning. This approach is expected to encourage students
to be more active, motivated, and to have positive learning
experiences. However, in reality, students’ emotional
responses to learning under the Merdeka Curriculum are
not always uniform some feel happy and challenged, while
others may feel less interested or even pressured. This
variation shows that the success of curriculum
implementation should not be measured solely from
cognitive outcomes, but also from how students feel about
the learning process.

Based on preliminary observations at a vocational
high school in Pekalongan, the researcher found that
students showed varied emotional responses toward
learning English under the Merdeka Curriculum. Some
students appeared enthusiastic, eager to participate, and
actively engaged in class activities. However, others
seemed less interested, remained passive, or even chose to
leave the classroom.This range of emotional responses
reflects the variety of students’ feelings during their
engagement in English learning.

Students’ feeling both positive, such as happiness,
confidence, and pride, and negative, such as anxiety,
boredom, or disappointment play a crucial role in the
learning process. As Baloglu (2016) notes, emotions can be
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divided into positive and negative categories, influenced by
factors such as family environment, school atmosphere,
teacher interaction, and learning media (Y1ldirim & Tabak,
2019). Cetin (2021) further emphasizes that the learning
environment can shape students’ emotions and influence
their participation in class. Therefore, understanding the
full spectrum of students’ feelings is important for teachers
to create learning experiences that support all learners, not
only those who are already enthusiastic.

The Merdeka Curriculum itself is an improvement of
the Emergency Curriculum implemented during the
COVID-19 pandemic, focusing on developing the
Pancasila Student Profile, providing flexibility for teachers,
and creating learning experiences relevant to students’
needs (Nursiah et al., 2022; Juliani & Bastian, 2021). While
many previous studies have examined the implementation
of the Merdeka Curriculum, most have focused on teaching
strategies, teacher challenges, and skill development
(Astuti et al., 2024; Mellyzar et al., 2025; Cetin, 2021).
There is still limited research that specifically explores
students’ feeling both enthusiastic and less enthusiastic
toward English learning in vocational high schools. This
study seeks to address this gap by exploring students’
emotional experiences in depth, providing a more
comprehensive  understanding of the Merdeka
Curriculum’s impact from an affective perspective.

1.2 Formulation of the Problem

From the problems’ background above, the researcher
formulates the following one study question: How do
vocational high school students’ feel in English learning
using the Merdeka Curriculum?



1.3 Operational Definition
To avoid misunderstanding the terms in this study,
the researcher provides some definitions related to the
study as follows:

1. Feelings: According to Martin and White (2005), feelings
are part of the Appraisal Theory, particularly in the
“Affect” domain, which focuses on emotional responses.
These include feelings of happiness or unhappiness,
satisfaction or dissatisfaction, and security or insecurity,
which arise from individuals’ experiences in specific
contexts. In this study, feelings refer to students’
emotional reactions during English learning using the
Merdeka Curriculum.

2. Merdeka Currciculum: According to the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Research, and Technology
(Kemdikbud, 2022), the Merdeka Curriculum is a
national learning framework that emphasizes student-
centered learning,

3. mastery of essential competencies, and the development
of the Pancasila Student Profile. It provides flexibility for
teachers to design context-based learning that suits
student characteristics.

4. Students: In this study, the term “students” specifically
refers to vocational high school students in Pekalongan
who are currently learning English under the Merdeka
Curriculum. These students are the main participants
whose feelings will be explored regarding their learning
experiences.

1.4 Aims of the study

From the problem above, the researcher formulates



the following aim of the research: To explore how
vocational high school students feel in English learning
using the Merdeka Curriculum.

1.5 Significances of the study

Research on vocabulary learning strategies is
essential. These studies able to be examined using
theoretical and empirical perspectives:

1. Theoretical significances: This research contributes
to the development of theoretical insights related to
the affective domain in language learning,
particularly by applying Appraisal Theory (Martin
& White, 2005) in the context of English language
learning under the Merdeka Curriculum. It also
expands the literature on students’ emotional
experiences in vocational high schools, which are
still limited in Indonesian educational research.

2. Empirical significances: This study holds empirical
significance as it directly reflects students' real
experiences and feelings during English language
learning under the Merdeka Curriculum.

3. Practical significance: This study provides
practical insights for English teachers using the
Merdeka Curriculum by highlighting how
students actually feel during the learning process.
Understanding students' feelings can help
educators  create more  supportive  and
engaging classroom environments, leading to
improved motivation and learning outcomes. It
encourages teachers to adapt their teaching
strategies based on students’ feelings, making
lessons more meaningful and effective.



CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION
5.1 Summary of the findings

According to the findings of this study, students’
feelings toward English learning under the Merdeka
Curriculum can be seen through their experiences during the
learning process. The students’ feelings reflect how the
implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum influences their
emotional responses in learning English. These findings
explain both positive and negative feelings experienced by the
students.

The findings showed that students experienced more
positive feelings than negative ones in learning English under
the Merdeka Curriculum. Students stated that learning
activities conducted under the Merdeka Curriculum
encouraged them to participate actively in the classroom.
Interactive activities such as group discussions and projects
helped students feel happy and motivated to learn English. The
flexible learning atmosphere also made students feel more
confident during the learning process.

In addition, students mentioned that teacher support
and feedback helped them feel secure and comfortable in
learning English. Students also felt satisfied when they
realized improvements in their English skills, especially in
speaking and vocabulary. These positive feelings made
students more interested in continuing to learn English.

On the other hand, students also experienced some
negative feelings during English learning. Students stated that
they sometimes felt insecure and anxious when they were
afraid of making mistakes. Some students also felt bored when
the learning activities were monotonous or when they received
too many assignments. However, these negative feelings did
not occur frequently and did not dominate the students’ overall

36
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learning experience.

Based on the findings, it can be concluded that the
Merdeka Curriculum generally supports positive emotional
experiences in English learning. Although students still faced
some challenges, the learning process helped students develop
positive attitudes and motivation toward learning English.

5.2 Recommendation

This study has several limitations. Therefore, future
researchers are encouraged to further investigate students’
feelings toward English learning under the Merdeka
Curriculum in different contexts or educational levels. In
addition, future studies may involve more participants and
apply different research methods to obtain deeper insights into
students’ emotional experiences in English learning.
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