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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background
Vocabulary is an essential component of language proficiency, serving as

the foundation for listening, speaking, reading, and writing. According to

Schmitt (2010), vocabulary ays a central role in language

because it di ces S .‘ emi English major

students, in xts, write well-

structured pa te in discussions, and cipline-specific

terminology. his view, Alahmadi a 0) found that

vocabulary 1 gniﬁcantiy affects emic reading

performance.

sufficient vocabulary

learners. Traditional h as memorizing word

lists, translating words repeatedly, and relying on printed dictionaries, are often
passive and repetitive. Schmitt (2010) argues that effective vocabulary learning
requires repeated exposure and meaningful engagement with words rather than

simple memorization. Although traditional methods may help learners recognize



words temporarily, they often fail to promote deeper understanding and
long-term retention. Furthermore, these methods frequently lack meaningful
contexts that enable learners to apply newly acquired vocabulary in authentic
communication. Such challenges are particularly evident among sixth-semester

English major students, who are expected to engage with increasingly complex

academic texts and specialized Shintani (2019) emphasizes that
with successful reading

comprehension in : ocabulary knowledge

academic pe

To add e challenges, digital technola rmed language

learning pra Assisted Language Le:

hat integrates mobile devices i guage learning

resources an
applicati ple modes,
including reading, li
through a meta-analysis, found that mobile-assisted vocabulary learning
significantly improves vocabulary acquisition and retention. In addition, these
applications often provide immediate feedback, monitor learners’ progress, and
facilitate repeated exposure to target vocabulary, all of which contribute to more

effective learning.



Among various MALL applications, U-Dictionary has become one of the
most widely used tools for vocabulary learning. The application provides
multiple features, including instant translation, pronunciation guides, example
sentences, vocabulary exercises, and word-saving functions. Oxford (1990)

explains that language learning strategies involve conscious actions that learners

use to understand, remember, an information. The features available

in U-Dictionary can suppo metacognitive strategies by
ry, and monitor their

learning progr. ioust studies : benefits of U-

found that U-

ibuted to’students’ vo ery by helping

r words more efficient Sudhirahayu et

students p'e%céived U- beneficial for

ish vocabulary.

ry, several
limitations remain. R the use of U-Dictionary
among senior high school students and found that the application supported
vocabulary learning and reading comprehension. Likewise, Suhardi et al. (2024)
reported positive impacts of U-Dictionary on students’ independent learning in

secondary education. Although these studies provide valuable insights, they

focused primarily on high school students or learners who were not English



majors. Their learning contexts and vocabulary needs differ considerably from
those of English major students at the university level. Sixth-semester English
major students are expected to engage with academic journals, scholarly articles,
research reports, and discipline-specific texts that require a higher level of

vocabulary knowledge. At this stage, students are no longer learning only

general English vocabulary but uired to use academic vocabulary
research-related activities.

Therefore, the chal S develop may differ

on measurable

vocabulary achieveme prehension, or

t. While studies conduc nti and Siahaan

al. (2024) brbvide eVvic sefulness of U-

1 experiences,

is not solely a cognit
Vygotsky (1978) argues that learning occurs through interaction with cultural
tools and social environments. From this perspective, U-Dictionary can be
viewed as a mediational tool that supports students in constructing meaning,
understanding unfamiliar vocabulary, and developing independent learning

strategies. Through features such as translation, pronunciation guides, and



example sentences, the application provides scaffolding that helps learners move
from initial understanding toward more independent vocabulary use.

Among the many digital dictionary applications available today, U-
Dictionary was selected for this study because it integrates multiple learning

features within a single platform. These features allow learners to access

vocabulary information unfamiliar words, listen to

pronunciations, and lear Such affordances make U-

Dictionary a practi S ing i t and self-regulated

environment : ne : ing and shape

their learnin ikewise; “Borouighani ¢ emphasize that

technology-a lary Iéarning can foste nomy and self-
regulation, b are impo'rfant for suc

higher educa
individual interactio inqui ach is
explore how individ iences and how those
experiences influence their learning behaviors. Through this approach, students
can share their stories, perceptions, challenges, and strategies while using U-
Dictionary as part of their vocabulary learning process.

In addition, a preliminary survey was conducted among sixth-semester

English major students to identify their use of U-Dictionary in vocabulary



learning. The survey results indicated that students frequently used U-Dictionary
while engaging with English-language content outside the classroom, such as
watching movies, listening to music, reading online articles, and accessing social
media content. Students reported that the application helped them understand

unfamiliar words and expand their vocabulary independently. These findings

suggest that U-Dictionary has t of students' everyday learning

aims to explore how English major

students exp se of"'U-D-ictior'\ary i ic vocabulary

learning and riences shabe the voca strategies they

develop. By and learning

may also provide pr
developers regarding the effective integration of digital tools into vocabulary

learning practices.



1.2 Formulation of the Problems
Based on the background described above, the research questions of this
study are formulated as follows:
1. What experiences do sixth-semester English major students have when using

U-Dictionary for vocabulary learning?

2. What vocabulary learning str dents develop through their use of
U-Dictionary?
1.3 Aim(s) of the Stu

tes questions to

explore stud in using the U-

1. To explor es of 's‘;ixth-'seméster E udents in using
lary Iearn‘ing.

2. To identi ary learning strategie from students’

learning application that
provides translation, pronunciation, and vocabulary support. Based on
Vygotsky (1978), it is viewed as a mediational tool that supports students'
vocabulary learning.

2. Students' Experiences



Students' experiences refer to English major students' experiences in using
U-Dictionary for vocabulary learning, including its use, benefits, and
challenges (Vygotsky, 1978).

3. Learning Strategies

Vocabulary learning strategies refer to the conscious actions used by English

major students to learn, unde mber, and use English vocabulary

while using U-Diction

1.5 Significance of the

al Theory by

in vocabulary
learning. s Oxfétd’s .'Lang;ﬁage gies theory by
exploring y Iearnin‘g.;:st'rategies students while
using the

empirical insi cesand

Practical
This study presents valuable information for readers, especially
teachers, students, and application developers, about using U-Dictionary as

an interactive tool to improve English vocabulary learning.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1 Conclusion

This study explored the experiences of sixth-semester English major

students in using the U-Dictionary application for vocabulary learning and

identified the vocabulary | ies that emerged through its use.

Using a qualitative ata were collected through
Clarke, 2006).
as more than a

ed participants

vocabulary encounte rious academic

ing journ'al articles, wi ents, preparing

m discussions.

s are consistent with
Vygotsky's (1978) Sociocultural Theory, particularly the concepts of
mediation, scaffolding, the Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), and

social interaction.



The study also found that participants developed four categories of
vocabulary learning strategies based on Oxford's (1990) Language
Learning Strategies framework: cognitive, metacognitive, memory, and
social strategies. These strategies emerged naturally as participants

completed authentic academic tasks and interacted with both digital tools

and their peers. Overall, thi udes that U-Dictionary contributed

positively to supporting  vocabulary
nd encouraging the

among English

Based o of this stqgjy, several

students, future researchers.

such as
atical information, and
synonyms, to develop a deeper understanding of vocabulary. They are
also encouraged to combine independent learning with peer
discussions, as meaningful interaction can strengthen vocabulary

acquisition



2. Suggestions for Lecturers
Lecturers are encouraged to integrate digital vocabulary learning tools
into classroom activities and guide students in using them strategically.
Combining technology with collaborative learning can promote learner

autonomy while supporting vocabulary development through

meaningful social inter

Future res imilar studies with a

tional contexts.

involving other ng applications

uage learning tools roader insights
hanced vocabulary lea

y learning strategies.

evelopment of
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