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ABSTRAK

Masih terbatas penelitian yang mengeksplorasi pengalaman guru dalam
menggunakan buku bergambar untuk memperkenalkan kosakata kepada
pembelajar EFL muda di konteks Indonesia. Sebagian penelitian sebelumnya fokus
pada efektivitas buku bergambar atau strategi guru, bukan secara khusus pada
pengalaman hidup guru. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menginvestigasi
pengalaman guru dalam memperkenal kosakata bahasa Inggris menggunakan
buku bergambar kepada pembelaj muda. Menggunakan pendekatan
kualitatif dengan narrative inquir pulkan data melalui wawancara
mendalam dengan dua guru di Pekalongan, Indonesia.
Partisipan dipilih secara an minimal dua tahun
mengajar kosakata . Data dianalisis
menggunakan  si AL 4 tahap Kolb:
Pengalaman K Abstrak, dan
Eksperimen Ak di kelas EFL
kelas 2 SD men pillar. Temuan
menunjukkan sitif, termasuk
antusiasme Vis flashcards dan
metode storytell batan kosakata.
Namun, guru ju budaya dengan
gambar buku b rsediaan media
terbatas, dan o adaptasi lokal
ni memberikan

bergambar The Ver
emiliki“pengalaman
, fleksibilitas dalam

asi kreatif yang mening
i tantangan, seperti ke
or (misalnya apple, cat
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ABSTRACT

There is limited research exploring teachers' experiences in using picture books for
vocabulary introduction with young EFL learners in Indonesian contexts. Most
previous studies focused on the effectiveness of picture books or teachers'
strategies, not specifically on teachers' lived experiences. This study aimed to
investigate teachers' experiences in introducing English vocabulary using picture
books to young EFL learners. Using a qualitative approach with narrative inquiry,
the researcher collected data through j interviews with two active teachers
at an Islamic elementary school i Indonesia. The participants were

using The Very ' k. The, i vealed that the
teachers had pre Y POS ' i
students, flexibi
innovations tha
faced challenge

s, and creative
teachers also

tural mismatch with i
2d media availability, a
they addressed t daptations (e.g., using i fapple). These
findings provid i t into how the teachers bulary through
arners, revealing the reflecti

Keywords: Teachers'
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

Vocabulary acquisition is a fundamental aspect of learning a foreign

language, especially for youn studying English and other foreign
languages (Kuziyev, 20 ing blocks of communication,
enabling learners i texts, and engage in

across Indonesia,

students

(Sudarma ). This _challenge is

methods edia-'il]sed;‘which te tional and less

, students'may lack mo ruggle to retain

ir overall language pro hetal., 2023).

dium for vocabulary

it easier for youn
According to Dabbous and Sjddin (2023), interaction with picture books in
EFL classrooms significantly facilitates vocabulary acquisition, especially
when teacher-led activities accompany the reading process. This approach
helps clarify word meanings and encourages active student participation

(Kastendick, 2024).

13
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Research by Slashinsky (2022) highlights that picture books are
effective tools for both implicit and explicit vocabulary teaching. Unlike
traditional memorization, picture books present words in meaningful
contexts, enhancing comprehension and application. This dual approach

supports literacy development and critical thinking, which are essential for

young learners’ language gro 1, despite these advantages, many

gains compared to p s ies. The study

suggests caffo'l‘ding. during rea ons, including

stopping words and encourag articipation, is

These findings

The educatio
and limited instructional time, further complicates the effective use of picture
books in teaching English to young EFL learners (Yan, 2023). Teachers often
struggle to balance curriculum demands with the need for engaging, student-
centered activities. Consequently, picture books may be underutilized or used

superficially, reducing their potential impact on vocabulary development.
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Tailoring English instruction to young EFL learners in this setting requires
culturally sensitive, interactive approaches that account for diverse
proficiency levels and limited exposure to the target language (Mislina,
2023).

Despite the proven benefits, many teachers in Indonesia report a lack of

training and resources to se picture books in vocabulary
instruction (Sumartini i their ability to implement

interactive and maximize student

engagemen i : ersity of student

backgrou differentiated
instructio ared to deliver
(Huck, 20

y learning, yet

Is that do not

combined

with appropriate vocabulary acquisition
(Permana, 2020). Therefore, there is a pressing need for teachers to adopt
innovative approaches that stimulate students’ interest and aid retention.
Effective vocabulary instruction not only improves word knowledge but also

supports broader language skills, such as reading comprehension and oral

fluency (Cervetti et al., 2023).
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The pedagogical strategies employed by teachers in using picture books
vary widely, particularly in the context of teaching English to young EFL
(English as a Foreign Language) learners. Some studies, such as those by
Wasik, Bond, and Hindman (2006), emphasize the effectiveness of teacher-

led read-aloud sessions combined with interactive discussions to scaffold

vocabulary learning. These s students infer meanings and use

prior knowledge, Conversely, pupil-led
interactions, whi ide sufficient guidance
quire structured

2025).

es, it is~evident that Indonesia has

udents’ learning outco n on teachers’

is represents a

challenges in class
barriers related to resource access (Handiq et al., 2023).

This research needs to be conducted because vocabulary acquisition is
a critical determinant of language proficiency and academic success.
Effective vocabulary teaching methods can enhance students’ communicative

competence and confidence (Ameeruddin, 2025). Picture books, when used
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appropriately, offer a powerful tool to support these outcomes, especially for
young learners who require engaging and meaningful learning experiences.
By delving into teachers' experiences, the study highlights real-world
applications and adaptations in EFL contexts (Achieng, 2023).

In Indonesia, the availability and quality of picture books suitable for

young learners remain limi ly in rural and under-resourced

schools. Many existin nd culturally distant from

ion and engagement

age acquisition. Addre is crucial for

equitable nguatje education (Ma

Inc 5 research is timely and ressing critical

gaps in th Indonesia. By

evidence-based recommendations for teacher training, curriculum

development, and resource provision. This will help ensure that young
learners receive high-quality, engaging, and culturally relevant vocabulary

instruction (Agazzi, 2022).
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1.2 Formulation of Problems
Based on the background of the study, the writer formulated the
problem as follows: How are teachers experiences in introducing English
vocabulary using picture books to young EFL learners?

1.3 Operational Definitions

1. Vocabulary: Vocabular s the body of words known to an

individual, eptive understanding and

contexts in language

productive

2. which visual
n text intéract' syner
rto n’é;i;/iga.t'e bé’fh se
(Nik t 2013)
3. ers: Young EFL lea dren, typically

. Teachers’ Ex refer to the cumulative

professional knowledge, practical reflections, and pedagogical actions
that educators construct and continuously reshape through their active,

ongoing engagement in classroom practice (Farrell, 2015).
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1.4 Aims of the Study
Based on the problems described, this study aims to explore teachers’
experiences in introducing English vocabulary using picture books to young
EFL learners.

1.5 Significance of Study

1. Theoretical use: This stu s to the theoretical understanding
of how Kolb’s (1 i ing Theory applies to EFL

’ English vocabulary

study provides

ies, and-challenges i i ture books for
teaéhing."to :'young s, particularly

al mismatch of import content in the

rimary school context

professional development programs that support reflective and creative

teaching practices.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1 Summary of the Findings

This study concludes that the experiences of both EFL teachers in

introducing English vocabular learners through picture books as

demonstrated procedures
encompassin

hrough TPR and

contextual gression from

receptive t ycabulary-knowledge. A ve Observation

stage, criti ation revealed that pi sed instruction

ers' affecfi\;e 'filter, tra ve learners into
rior long-term
al
information.
ependently
formulated scienti principles  grounded
developmental theory, sociocultural framework, and the shared "image before
word" principle thereby extending concept of pedagogical content knowledge
into the Indonesian early childhood EFL context. Finally, at the Active

Experimentation stage, the integration of realia, game-based activities, and

comparative reading approaches confirmed that the pedagogical effectiveness

59
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of picture books is not an inherent property of the medium itself, but is
contingent upon the teacher’s instructional creativity and adaptive
responsiveness, and that picture books, when employed through principled and
reflective instructional practices, constitute a powerful and contextually

appropriate medium for English vocabulary instruction in young EFL learners.

These findings contribute to nderstanding of EFL vocabulary

curriculum d of cultu : icture books for
young EFL

5.2 Recomme

esearcher wants to prov ommendations:

For EFL tea : d to implé'n;eht a struct approach when
using pictur i i ion, followed by
eal
daily
findings
underscore the impo ies for teacher reflection
and professional development, given that the quality of vocabulary instruction relies
heavily on how teachers utilize picture books. For future researchers, this study opens
avenues to examine how picture book-based vocabulary instruction affects learners'

long-term retention and to expand the scope of research to include more diverse school

settings across Indonesia.



61

REFERENCES

Abao, J., Balaba, C., & Namoco, S. (2025). Exploring Faculty Experiences on
Workload: A Phenomenological Approach. International Journal For
Multidisciplinary Research.
https://doi.org/10.36948/ijfmr.2025.v07i04.51218

Algahtani, M. (2015). The importance of vocabulary in language learning and how
to be taught. International Journalef Teaching and Education, 3(3), 21-34.

learning.  The
https://doi.org/1Q

53(1), 3-17.

Brilianti, A.,, & 8 . (2024). 0C earners' English
isitio utilizi et | rytelling media
Journal ishJLangu i nd Appli jstics, 6(1), 45—

58.

Burns, A. (2010 : research ’in'Eninsh I : ng: A guide for
1t e. N : \ "

Cameron, L. (20 Ianguageé‘io'young led : idge University

Press.

Chapelle, C. (20
Cla

Damar, E., Gursoy, ¥ . nglish to young
learners: Through i ELT Research Journal,
2(3), 95-110.

De Groot, A. M., & Van Hell, J. G. (2005). The Learning of Foreign Language
Vocabulary. Handbook of Bilingualism: Psycholinguistic Approaches, 9-29.

Deni, R., & Fahriany, F. (2020). Teachers’ Perspective on Strategy for Teaching
English Vocabulary to Young Learners. Vision: Journal for Language and
Foreign Language Learning, 9(1), 48-61.

Ellis, R. (1997). Second language acquisition. The United States: Oxford, 98.


https://doi.org/10.36948/ijfmr.2025.v07i04.51218
https://doi.org/10.20472/TE.2015.3.3.002
https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4781.1969.tb04914.x
https://doi.org/10.1007/BF02299088

62

Evy Tri Widyahening, C., & Sri Rahayu, M. (2021). Pembelajaran Kosa Kata
Bahasa Inggris dengan Media Cerita Rakyat bagi Siswa Kelas V Sekolah
Dasar. Jurnal Komunikasi Pendidikan, 5(1), 108-123.

Fajriati, Y. (2020). Teacher’s Experience in Presenting Vocabulary to Young EFL
Learners. In English Education and Applied Linguistics (EEAL) Journal (Vol.
163, Issue 3).

Farhanah Pratiwi, Z., & Ayu, M. (2020). The Use of Describing Picture Strategy to
Improve Secondary Students’ ing Skills. In Journal of English
Language Teaching and Lear, (Vol. 1, Issue 2).

Farrant, B. M., & Zubrick, . ld book reading across early
childhood and child inl ears: Findings from the
Longitudinal Stu dren. age, 33(3), 280-293.

Farrell, T. S. C. . moting T cher eflecti cond Language
Education; ] o :

Farrell, T. S. C. (
Practice.

e Practice in English La

Ghosn, 1. K. (20 d Reasons to Use Liter
ELT Jour -179.

picture books with infa

landost, E., & Rahimi Esfahani, 18). The effect
books on elementary EFL learne i

Horst, J. S. Language

Jalongo, M. (2004). You . National Association for
the Education of Young Children, 1509 16th Street, NW, Washington, DC
20036.

Krashen, S. D. (1982). Principles and practice in second language acquisition.
Pergamon Press.
Laufer, B., & Girsai, N. (2021). The effect of vocabulary knowledge on reading
comprehension: A meta-analysis. Language Learning, 71(2), 323-356.
https://doi.org/10.1111/lang.12403


https://doi.org/10.1111/lang.12403

63

Lightbown, P. M., & Spada, N. (2021). How Languages Are Learned 5th Edition.
Oxford University Press.

Lucariello, J. M., & Snow, C. E. (2009). The Role of Illustrations in Children's
Reading Comprehension and Recall. City University of New York.

Marsevani, M. et al. (2024). Portraying Young Learners’ Language Learning
Strategies: A Case Study from EFL Teachers’ Voices. Indonesian Journal of
English Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics, 9(2), 383-400.

Milton, J., & Alexiou, T. (2022).
role of multimodal input
https://doi.org/10.1002/

cquisition in young learners: The
SOL Quarterly, 56(1), 45-67.

Mislina, M. (2023). T profic 2 arners in a bilingual
speaking cla strategies. ournal of English

Nation, 1. age (2nd ed.).

Children: A
International

tial -Skills- .in -"Feachi
ew and Research-Ba
Journal of e and HumanResearch

Ngo Cam Tu
Nikolajeva, Ma . i K. Routledge.

Noble, Claire,

Octaviana, D. W. (201
Journal of English

rs. English Education:
-133.

Paivio, A. (1986). Mental representations: A dual coding approach. Oxford
University Press.

Pertiwi, A. B., Rahmawati, A., & Hafidah, R. (2021). Metode Pembelajaran
Kosakata Bahasa Inggris pada Anak Usia Dini (Vol. 9, Issue 2).

Piaget, J. (1952). The origins of intelligence in children. International Universities
Press.

Pinter, A. (2017). Teaching Young Language Learners (2nd ed.). Routledge.


https://doi.org/10.1002/tesq.320

64

Pradini, P. C., & Adnyayanti, N. L. P. E. (2022). Teaching English Vocabulary to
Young Learners with Wordwall Application: An Experimental Study.
Journal of Educational Study, 2(2), 187-196.

Puspitasari, D. (2025). Development of digital picture book audiobooks for English
vocabulary mastery in elementary schools. Journal of Elementary Education
Research, 4(1), 88-102.

Roth, W.-M., & Jornet, A. (2014).
Education, 98(1), 106-126.

ard a theory of experience. Science
rg/10.1002/sce.21085

ifficulties Encountered BY
esearch and Innovation in

Sari, S. N. W., & Wardani
ENGLISH Teachers
Language Learni

Schieghart, P. (2022). Learning Environment Perception and Achievement
Goals. Science Insights Education Frontiers.

https://doi.org/10.15354/sief.v12i1.779

Schmitt, N. (2 \Y/ lary in.language tea

Universit S.

.). Cambridge

Senechal, M., nell, E. H. (1993). Vocabular
Reading enc ading research quarte

hrough Shared

Shams, L., & A.

008). Benefits of mul
Cognitive ‘

Sciences,
l16/j.tics.2008.07.006

ing. Trends in
411-417.

Susanto, A. (2017). The ) : erspective. Jurnal Kata:
Penelitian tentang limu Bahasa dan Sastra, 1(2) 182-191.

Tunkiel, K. A., & Bus, A. G. (2022). Digital picture books for young dual language

Iearners: Effects of reading in the second language. Frontiers in Education,

7, 901060. https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2022.901060

Vygotsky, L. S. (1978). Mind in society: The development of higher psychological
processes. Harvard University Press.

Warschauer, M., & Matuchniak, T. (2010). New technology and digital worlds:
Analyzing evidence of equity in access, use, and outcomes. Review of
research in education, 34(1), 179-225.


https://doi.org/10.1002/sce.21085
https://doi.org/10.15354/sief.v12i1.779
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tics.2008.07.006
https://doi.org/10.17763/haer.57.1.j463w79r56455411
https://doi.org/10.3389/feduc.2022.901060

65

Wasik, B. A., & Bond, M. A. (2001). Beyond The Pages of a Book: Interactive
Book Reading and Language Development in Preschool Classrooms. Journal
of Educational Psychology, 93(2), 24

Webb, S., & Nation, I. S. P. (2020). How vocabulary is learned. Oxford University
Press.

Wisman, Y., Effrata, E., & Tutesa, T. (2021). Application of the concept of
evaluation instruments for learning outcomes. Jurnal llmiah Kanderang
Tingang, 12(1), 19.




