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ABSTRACT 

 

English is considered a foreign language in Indonesia. For Indonesians, especially 

students, English is often a scary ghost because it is a foreign language. This study 

aims to search factors influencing students in acquiring English language and to 

decide the strategies used by students in acquiring English language. This study 

employs a qualitative methodology. The research design used in this study is 

narrative inquiry with participants from 3 English language students from a 

university in Pekalongan, consisting of male and female aged around 18-25 years 

old. The researcher used interviews to obtain data. The data analysis technique 
used in this research is from Miles, Huberman, & Saldana. The contribution of this 

study is to find out the factors and learning strategies in English language 

acquisition. The findings show that during acquiring English, students face internal 

factors such as motivation, age, and learning strategies. There are also external 

factors that they encounter such as formal presentation, first language, and 

environment. In addition, students also use learning strategies which are cognitive 

methods, metacognitive methods, and social and emotional methods. And the role 

of these factors and learning strategies on English language acquisition is that 

students find a way that suits them for English language acquisition, students can 

find solutions to the problems they face during the process, and this improves 

students' ability to communicate.   

Keywords: factors, learning strategies, English language acquisition 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Bahasa Inggris dianggap sebagai bahasa asing di Indonesia. Bagi masyarakat 

Indonesia, khususnya pelajar, bahasa Inggris sering kali menjadi hantu yang 

menakutkan karena merupakan bahasa asing. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 

mencari faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi siswa dalam mempelajari bahasa 

Inggris dan menentukan strategi yang digunakan siswa dalam mempelajari bahasa 

Inggris. Penelitian ini menggunakan metodologi kualitatif. Desain penelitian yang 

digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah inkuiri naratif dengan partisipan 3 orang 

mahasiswa bahasa Inggris dari sebuah universitas di Pekalongan, yang terdiri dari 
laki-laki dan perempuan yang berusia sekitar 18-25 tahun. Peneliti menggunakan 

wawancara untuk mendapatkan data. Teknik analisis data yang digunakan dalam 

penelitian ini adalah dari Miles, Huberman, & Saldana. Kontribusi dari penelitian 

ini adalah untuk mengetahui faktor-faktor dan strategi pembelajaran dalam 

pemerolehan bahasa Inggris. Temuan menunjukkan bahwa selama memperoleh 

bahasa Inggris, siswa menghadapi faktor internal seperti motivasi, usia, dan 

strategi belajar. Ada juga faktor eksternal yang mereka hadapi seperti presentasi 

formal, bahasa pertama, dan lingkungan. Selain itu, siswa juga menggunakan 

strategi belajar yaitu metode kognitif, metode metakognitif, dan metode sosial dan 

emosional. Dan peran dari faktor-faktor dan strategi belajar tersebut terhadap 

pemerolehan bahasa Inggris adalah mahasiswa menemukan cara yang sesuai 

dengan mereka untuk pemerolehan bahasa Inggris, mahasiswa dapat menemukan 

solusi dari masalah yang mereka hadapi selama proses tersebut, dan hal ini 

meningkatkan kemampuan mahasiswa dalam berkomunikasi.   

 Kata kunci: faktor, strategi pembelajaran, pemerolehan bahasa Inggris 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background 

English is regarded as a foreign language in Indonesia. For Indonesians, 

especially students, English is frequently a terrifying phantom because it is a 

foreign language. As stated by Misbah, Mohamad, Yunus, and Ya’acob (2017), 

166 students claim that learning English is difficult and that difficulties is 

caused by some factors. To effectively communicate with others, we need a 

large vocabulary and solid grammar abilities. Megawati (2016) performed 

study on 65 Muhammadiyah University Sidoarjo students. The findings 

indicated that the study participants had a range of issues in learning English. 

This occurs as a result of varying degrees of proficiency with the English 

language. 

In studying English as a foreign language, pupils frequently run some 

issues including judgement that English is a challenging subject, little support 

for English usage in society or at home, limited knowledge of terminology and 

availability of reading materials, and lack of motivation and desire to learn 

English (Normazidah, 2012). 

This explanation is dependent on a number of circumstances, both 

internal and external. According to the research conducted by Sari (2019), poor 

cognitive levels, lack of aptitude for English courses, lack of interest in 

learning, and lack of drive to learn are some of the variables that affect these 
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individuals' ability to learn English as a foreign language. They attend classes 

and complete tasks purely out of responsibility and to earn excellent grades, 

not to learn English as a second language, which is now a crucial skill. Beside 

that, environment and opportunities for using English outside of the classroom 

are two external elements that also can influence students’ English language 

acquisition. It is because language is a matter of habit. The more frequently it 

is utilized, the more smoothly its users will be able to communicate. 

The researcher also encountered the same thing on a campus in 

Pekalongan. According to a study by Astuti (2019) on 25 students majoring in 

English, it shows that some of them have not been good enough at mastering 

English. This can be seen from their lack of speaking and writing ability. Some 

of them often make mistakes. They said that their English language acquisition 

ability which was still quite low was influenced by many factors in 

pronunciation, writing, and grammar. Based on the problems described above, 

the researcher is interested to explore the detail information about it by 

conducting a study entitled " Factors and Learning Strategies Used by Students 

in English Language Acquisition (A Case in Indonesian Context)". 

 

1.2 Formulation of the Problems 

Based on the background above, the formulations of the problem in this 

research are: 

1. What are factors influencing students in acquiring English language? 

2. What are the strategies used by students in acquiring English language? 
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1.3 Operational Definitions 

To prevent misunderstandings regarding the terminologies used in this 

study, the researcher offers the following definitions: 

1. A foreign language: a language that linguists have mastered, typically via 

formal schooling, but that is not regarded as their language from a 

sociocultural perspective (Linguistic Dictionary, 2001).  

2. Language acquisition: the process that people acquire the capacity to 

record, generate, and employ words for comprehension and 

communication (Weli Sundari, 2018). 

 

1.4 Aims of the Study 

This research has two main goals, they are: 

1. To investigate factors influencing students in acquiring English language 

2. To explore the learning strategies used by students in acquiring English 

language 

 

1.5 Significances of the Study 

1. Theoretical Use: This study will contribute to Ellis’ (1997) theory and 

support other theories that are related to the students’ language acquisition. 

2. Practical Use: This study can be used as a discourse to provide an overview 

of students in evaluating their English language acquisition process. 

 

 



 

33 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

 

5.1 Summary of the Findings 

Finally, the researcher found out the factors that influence students and 

the learning strategies they need in English language acquisition. There are two 

factors found, namely internal factors and external factors. Internal factors that 

affect students include motivation, age, and learning strategy, while external 

factors that affect students include formal presentation, first language, and 

environment. Besides, the learning strategies used by students are cognitive 

methods (such as analysis), metacognitive methods (such as evaluation), and 

social and emotional methods (such as asking friends).  

In addition, the researcher also found the role of these factors and 

learning strategies on English language acquisition, among others; students 

find a way that suits them for English language acquisition, students can find 

solutions to the problems they face during the process, and this improves 

students' ability to communicate. 

 

5.2 Recommendation 

The researcher would like to make some recommendations for future 

research in order to investigate factors and learning strategies of English 

language acquisition more thoroughly by recruiting more participants and 

examining how these factors can affect students and learning strategies that are 
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appropriate or successful for their English language acquisition.  Additionally, 

only university students are the intended audience for this study; future studies 

may focus on students in elementary, junior high, and senior high schools. 
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