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ABSTRAK 

 

Kesalahan ejaan adalah kesalahan yang dilakukan siswa secara konsisten 

membuat kesalahan yang sama dalam tulisan bahasa Inggris mereka karena 

mereka tidak tahu ejaan yang benar. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui 

jenis-jenis kesalahan ejaan, kesalahan yang paling banyak dilakukan, dan 

penyebab kesalahan penulisan ejaan yang dilakukan oleh siswa sekolah 

menengah pertama. Penelitian ini merupakan penelitian studi kasus. Subyek 

penelitian ini adalah lima siswa kelas VII SMP. Data yang digunakan adalah 

data kualitatif dengan dokumentasi dan wawancara. Dalam penelitian ini 

digunakan purposive sampling. Teknik analisis data dalam penelitian ini terdapat 

tiga langkah, yaitu pemadatan data, penyajian data, dan penarikan kesimpulan. 

Hasilnya menunjukkan bahwa siswa melakukan empat kategori kesalahan ejaan. 

Terdapat 15 kesalahan penghilangan, 24 kesalahan penggantian, 3 kesalahan 

penukaran,, dan 8 kesalahan penyisipan/penambahan. Selain itu, ada empat 

faktor penyebab kesalahan ejaan yang dilakukan oleh siswa, yaitu pengaruh 

dialek yang terkait dengan pengucapan, kurangnya kosa kata, kecerobohan, dan 

interfensi bahasa pertama. 

Kata kunci: kesalahan ejaan, siswa, tulisan bahasa Inggris 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Spelling error is an error that students make consistently making the same 

error in their English writing because they don’t know the correct spelling. This 

study aims to determine the errors and the causes of errors made by junior high 

school students. This research is a case study. The subject of this study was five of 

seventh grade junior high school students. The data is in the form of qualitative 

data through documentations and interviews. In this study used purposive 

sampling. The data analysis techniques in this study, there were three steps, 

namely data condensation, data display, and drawing conclusion. The result 

showed that the students committed four categories of spelling errors. There were 

15 errors in omission, 24 errors in substitution, 3 errors in transposition, and 8 

errors in insertion. Beside that, there were five factors that causes spelling errors 

made by students, namely the influence of dialect related to the pronunciation, 

lack of vocabulary, carelessness, and first language interference.   

Keywords: spelling errors, students, English writing 
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1 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Writing is one of language skills that has to be mastered by English 

language learners. If students want to be able to master writing skill well, 

they have to consider the elements of writing, especially spelling (Westwood, 

2018). Babayiğit and Stainthorp (2010) claimed that spelling plays an 

important role as a key and important skills needed by students. Spelling 

accurately allows the writers to express their thoughts and ideas in a 

standardized form, which their readers can easily understand. For the accurate 

writing, spelling in writing must also be accurate (Altamimi & Rashid, 2019). 

The correct spelling can make the communication between the writer and 

the reader well established. If the writer misspells a word, it will make the 

reader confused with the meaning intended by the writer. In any case, it will 

lead to misunderstandings between the reader and the writer. In fact, many 

people make errors in spelling words, especially this is mostly done by 

students. Most students found it difficult to learn English. In that case, the 

students often make errors in spelling when they write words in written 

English (Paramitha & Syahrul, 2021).  

Fachrezy et al (2022), in his research shows that there were many 

spelling errors written by junior high school students. This condition is in line 

with the preliminary research conducted by researcher. It shows that there are 
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spelling errors in the writing they wrote. It is because they follow the 

pronunciation of the word. As stated by Benyo (2014), one of the reasons for 

the difficulty in learning spelling is the correlation between the sound of a 

word and its correct spelling.  

According to the explanation above, the researcher is interested in 

conducting research related to spelling errors, entitled "Spelling Error in 

English Writing of Junior High School Students in a Learning Academy". 

Many similar researches have been conducted before, but research that 

discusses spelling errors with a focus on seven grade of junior high school 

students' ability to spell English writing is still rare or limited. This research 

conduct to find out the types of spelling errors that students write and to find 

out what factors influence students to write with the wrong spelling. 

 

1.2 Formulation of the Problem 

In this research, there are two questions:   

1. What are the types of spelling errors in English writing made by junior 

high school students? 

2. What are the factors that cause of spelling errors in English writing made 

by junior high school students? 

By employing this formula, the researcher expects to know about the types 

and factors of spelling errors of junior high school students. 
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1.3 Definition of Key Terms 

The researcher provides some definitions related to the study to avoid 

misunderstanding about the term in this study: 

1. Spelling                       : 

 

Forming words with the correct letters in the 

correct order, or ability to do this 

(Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary) 

2. Error in Writing          : something that is distorted by the writer 

accidentally and the writer cannot correct 

their own writing (James, 2013) 

3. Writing                       : the process of expressing ideas, information, 

knowledge, or experience and understanding 

the writing to acquire the knowledge or some 

information to share and learn (White, 1986).  

 

1.4 Aims of the study 

1.4.1 To know the types of spelling errors and the most spelling error in 

English writing made by junior high school students and  

1.4.2 To know the factors that cause spelling errors in English writing made 

by junior high school students. 
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1.5 Significance of the Study 

1.5.1 Theoretical use  

The benefit that can be taken is knowing the capability of junior high 

school students in spelling English writing. Then, junior high school 

teachers can also evaluate their instruction as well, which will help 

them to improve their teaching, especially in teaching spelling in 

English does it teach it well enough or not or does there need to be 

changed so that they can improve the quality of students' spelling 

writing better. 

1.5.2 Empirical use  

This study gives the empirical insights about types of spelling errors 

and causes of spelling errors in the skill of writing. 

1.5.3 Practical use 

This study presents information for the readers about the types, the 

dominant, and the factor of spelling errors in writing skill.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

 

5.1 Summary of the Findings 

1. Based on the results of data from seventh-grade of junior high school 

students who had been analyzed by the researcher, 50 spelling errors 

were found in the results of writing English texts made by students. 

These errors have been classified into four categories according to the 

theory of error analysis by Cook (1999), namely: omission, substitution, 

transposition, and insertion. In these categories, there were 15 errors in 

omission, 24 errors in substitution, 3 errors in transposition, and 8 errors 

in insertion. The most dominant mistake made by students is substitution.  

2. Based on the interview data regarding the factors causing students to 

write spelling errors that have been analyzed. It was found that there 

were four contributing factors namely lack of vocabulary, where students 

did not know a lot of English vocabulary; the influence dialect related to 

the pronunciation, where students write based on their teacher's dialect 

pronunciation when dictated; carelessness, where there is a lack of 

accuracy when writing spelling; and first language interference, where 

students write spelling based on the structure of their first language into 

English.  
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5.2 Suggestion 

Based on the conclusions above, the researcher would like to provide 

some suggestions for English teachers should know their students’ spelling 

problems in English and the teachers should also give more practice in 

writing spelling to avoid many spelling errors. Besides that, further 

researchers who are interested in doing the same topic about spelling errors to 

increase participation because this study only took five participants. Further 

researchers can also use other theories to identify the types of spelling errors 

and factors that cause of spelling errors. 
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