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ABSTRAK

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengeksplorasi cerita dan perasaan pre-
service teacher dalam kegiatan praktek mengajar bahasa inggris menggunakan
kurikulum Merdeka Belajar. Untuk mencapai tujuan penelitian, peneliti
menggunakan metode kualitatif dengan desain narrative inquiry. Peneliti
menggunakan wawancara semi-terstruktur untuk mengumpulkan data. Data
dianalisis menggunakan menggunakan analisis data dari Creswell. Beberapa pre-
service teacher berpartisipasi dalam penelitian ini dan membagikan perasaan
mereka selama  menggunakan kurikuluum Merdeka Belajar saat praktik
mengajar bahasa inggris. Hasil dari penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa terdapat
perasaan postive dan perasaan negative selama menggunakan kurikulum
merdeka belajar saat praktek mengajar bahasa inggris yang diutarakan oleh pre-
service teacher, Pendapat positif mengenai mengajar menggunakan kurikulum
Merdeka selama praktek mengajar bahasa inggris menunjukan bahwa pre-service
teacher merasa happy, confident, satisfaction, inclination. Sedangkan pendaptat
negative yang dirasakan oleh pre service teacher adalah anxiety selama praktek
mengajar bahasa inggris menggunakan kurikulum Merdeka Belajar.

Kata kunci: Kurikulum Merdeka Belajar; Pre-service teacher; perasaan; praktik
mengajar bahasa inggris
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to explore the stories of pre-service teachers' feelings
in using the Merdeka Belajar curriculum. To achieve the purpose of the research,
the researcher used a qualitative method with a narrative inquiry design. The
researcher conducted a semi-structured interview to collect the data. The
interview data was analyzed by using thematic analysis by Creswell. Several pre-
service teachers participated in this research and shared their feelings while
using the Merdeka Belajar curriculum when English teaching practice. The
results of this research show that there are positive and negative feelings while
using the Merdeka Belajar curriculum during English teaching practice as
expressed by pre-service teachers. Positive feelings regarding teaching using the
Merdeka Belajar curriculum during English teaching practice show that pre-
service teachers feeling is happy, confident, satisfied, inclination. Meanwhile, the
negative opinion felt by pre-service teachers is anxiety during the practice of
teaching English using the independent learning curriculum.

Kata kunci: Merdeka Belajar Curriculum; Pre-service teacher; Feelings; English
Teaching Practice
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Merdeka Belajar curriculum is a development and implementation
from the emergency curriculum which was launched to respond impact of
the Covid-19 pandemic, Published as part of learning recovery efforts
Merdeka Belajar curriculum was developed as a framework that’s more
flexible and simultaneously focused on essential material, the character
development, and student competency.

In educational levels, curriculum is a key component in how the
process lessons are carried out. A curriculum, according to Nation &
Macalister (2010), is a set of designed guides in a learning program
consisting of principles, environment, and needs according to the target of
the learning program which is conducted. The existence of a curriculum is
necessary in order to prepare an appropriate learning program for the
expected target.

Slattery (2006) stated that curriculum should be developed time by
time to the postmodern curriculum that is radically eclectic, determined in
the context of relatedness, and recursive in its complexity. The curriculum
is always experiencing changes and improvements in order to improve the
quality of education existing in a country. It also happened in Indonesia

curriculum which always changes from time to time. the latest curriculum



from the ministry of education and research culture and technology that
has been applied in some schools is the Merdeka Belajar curriculum.
Merdeka Belajar curriculum as a form improvement of the 2013
curriculum which was launched to respond impact of the Covid-19
pandemic. Merdeka Belajar curriculum of course, gets a variety of
responses from various aspects of education including the pre-service
teacher.

Pre-service teachers are students who engaged in teaching practice,
one of the courses that are qualifications for graduation. Teaching practice
is the ability to apply the theory that students have learned during the
learning process. According to Bransford, Darling-Hammond, and LePage
(2005), pre-service teacher education programs are designed to educate
graduates with the skills and knowledge necessary to satisfy the
profession's rising demands for qualified teachers.

In addition, pre-service teachers have challenges in English teaching
practice. There are several challenges that pre-service teachers find in
teaching practice. First is the individual challenge, which can hinder the
development of pre-service teaching practice. According to (Ali et al.,
2014), challenge that pre-service teachers encountered in their teaching
profession include; managing classes, planning lessons, inadequate
facilities in the classroom, and overcoming lesson distractions. The second

challenge is students’ engagement in the learning process.



In this case, the pre-service has to ensure that the students are awake
and interested in the class. Other challenge is coming from the institution.
Here, the challenge of the institution is the supervisor. (Chandler et al.,
2012) mentioned The supervisor's role for prospective teachers is to be a
guide in preparing what prospective teachers need in teaching practice,
including complying with the curriculum regulations applied in the
institution. Pre-service teachers must follow all of the institution's rules,
including the policy authority for using the curriculum.

Some pre-service teachers are shocked when they know that the
curriculum that they have learned in educational institutions is no longer
used. Therefore, they must learn and understand something a new
curriculum concept from the beginning independently. From the
explanation above, each pre-service teacher may have their own feeling
and understanding of the Merdeka Belajar curriculum in English teaching
practice. The results of this research will expose the Pre-Service teacher
feeling of Merdeka Belajar during English Teaching Practice. Conducting
the feeling of the pre-service teacher is important because knowing a
feeling of a pre-service teacher can help the department managers in

preparing readiness of the students of teaching practice.



1.2 Formulating of the Problem

1.3

How is the feeling of the pre-service teachers on "Merdeka Belajar"

Curriculum during English language teaching practice?

Operational Definitions

To avoid misunderstanding about the term in this study, the

researcher provides several definitions related to the research as follows:

13.1

1.3.2

1.3.3

1.34

Merdeka Belajar curriculum: Merdeka belajar curriculum is a
learning curriculum that refers on the talent and interest approach.
The curriculum launched by Kemendikburistek Mr. Nadiem
Makarim is an evaluation and improvement of K13.

Pre-service teacher: Students who participated in training
education which is a course or program of study that student
teachers complete before to starting their teaching careers
(Richards & Schmidt, 2013).

Feeling: is a conscious state that each individual has and which
leads to encompasses both positive responses or negative responses
evaluation of anything. Human emotion such as fear, anger,
sadness, and happiness (Ledoux, 2015).

The Field Experience Program (PPL): is one of the course that
must be followed by every student including English students. PPL
is a term used to describe the typical activities of instructors in
schools that involve teaching students through practical field

experiences.



1.4

1.5

Aims of the Research

The purpose of this study is to report the pre-service teachers’

feelings using Merdeka Belajar curriculum in English teaching practice.

Significance of the Research

This research is seen significant from the following aspects:

1.5.1 Theoretical Use

1.5.2

153

This research helps to find the feeling of pre-service teachers
on the Merdeka Belajar curriculum during English teaching
practice. This study will refer to the appraisal theory of Martin &
White (2005) and other supporting theories relating to pre-service
teacher feelings.

Empirical Use

This research gived real empirical insights about the use of the
Merdeka Belajar curriculum from the feeling of the pre-service
teacher.

Practical Use

This research is expected can be a reference for pre-service
teachers who use the Merdeka Belajar curriculum in teaching
practice. In addition to that this research provide more knowledge
and information to the students in English Education Department

in Pekalongan.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1 Summary of the Findings

In conclusion, the researcher found what the pre-service teachers

feeling during English teaching practice using Merdeka belajar curriculum

based on the appraisal theory by Martin and White (2005). The pre-service

teacher has their own feeling there are:

1.

Happy. The pre-service teacher feels happy because using the
Merdeka belajar curriculum does not require her to give assignments
to her students during english teaching practice.

Confident. The pre-service teacher felt confident because they had
the freedom to explore their abilities to communicate with their
students that were fun and suited their own character without feeling
limited by the rules.

Satisfaction. The pre-service teacher felt satisfied enough because all
of the media had been employed during English teaching practice
received positive responses from the students.

Inclination. The pre-service teacher felt an inclination after knowing
what kurmer was and the purpose of the kurmer. The type of
curriculum learning that is independent and liberating for students
also makes pre-service teachers inclination to use the Merdeka

belajar curriculum during english teaching practice.

33
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5. Anxious. Regardless of positive feelings. They also felt negative
feelings like felt anxious when teaching using the curriculum during
English teaching practice because they felt concerned that the
material presented would not be understood by her students since
they believed her comprehension of the Merdeka belajar curriculum

was still underdeveloped.

5.2 Recommendation

In this section, the researcher would like to give some suggestions
for further research to explore the feelings of pre-service teachers when
using Merdeka belajar during English teaching practice. In this study,
researcher used participants from pre-service teacher senior high school
level further researchers are advised to involve other level pre-service
teachers such as junior high school because the feelings of pre-service
teachers in junior high schools may not be the same as pre-service teachers
in senior high school. Some suggestions were also given for department
managers in this case, the researcher hope the department more pay
attention to pre-service teacher readiness in implementing the new
curriculum concept in teaching practice so that the anxiety felt by students
in this thesis does not occur. In addition, it is recommended to add more
participants and more references to gain deeper information based on pre-

service teacher feelings.
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