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ABSTRAK

Vocabulary memiliki peran yang sangat penting untuk dikuasai, khususnya bagi
para pelajar muda, ini merupakan fase belajar yang sangat cocok bagi pelajar muda
untuk belajar bahasa (fase golden age). Penguasaan kosa kata yang baik akan
membantu pelajar muda memahami bahasa inggris dengan baik juga. Penelitian ini
menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan desain action research melalui teknik
pengumpulan data dari observasi dan wawancara. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk
mengetahui bagaimana visual storytelling dapat melibatkan pelajar muda pada
pengajaran kosa kata oleh guru bahasa inggris. Hasil penelitian ditemukan bahwa
pengajaran bahasa inggris melalui visual storytelling mampu membantu pelajar
muda dalam memperoleh dan mengingat kosa kata baru serta membangun suasana

belajar menjadi nyaman dan menyenangkan.

Kata kunci: Bahasa Inggris, siswa, kosakata, visual storytelling
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ABSTRACT

Vocabulary has a pivotal role to be mastered by people, especially for young
learners. This is a learning phase that is very suitable for young learners to learn
languages (the golden age phase). Having a good vocabulary mastery will help
young learners understand English well. This research used a qualitative approach
with an action research design and data collection techniques through observation
and interviews. This study aimed to find out how visual storytelling can engage
young learners in teaching vocabulary by an English teacher. The results found that
learning English through visual storytelling was able to help young learners acquire
and remember new vocabulary and build a more comfortable and enjoyable

learning atmosphere.

Keywords: English, students, vocabulary, visual storytelling
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

It is common for students to easily assume that learning by
memorizing English vocabulary and verb tenses is a boring learning activity
(Dehghanzadeh et al., 2021). Because of this, students as second language
learners often complain and even feel that it is difficult, challenging, and
causes stress (Turgut & Ilrgin, 2009). Thus, it is necessary to design
appropriate methods and strategies to take into account experience and
increase students' motivation as well as interest in learning English (Hwang
etal., 2017).

Storytelling is an oral activity that involves listening skills and can
also involve listeners or storytellers being involved in the story (Cameron,
2001). Burmark (2004) explained that the collaboration of visual images
with written text can improve and accelerate student understanding.
Teachers who are able to create stories by involving media based on their
own ideas make it possible to be very helpful and facilitate students in
conceptual understanding (Robin, 2008).

Visual storytelling is a media that utilizes images, videos,
infographics, presentations, and other visuals (Walter & Gioglio, 2014). In
our daily communication, we cannot be separated from visual media (Walter

& Gioglio, 2014). The form of visual media includes visual images and



video. It is because in visual storytelling, the power of video cannot be
denied (Walter & Gioglio, 2014).

Afsyar and Mojavezi (2017) reported that visual stories have an
impact on the long-term memory of vocabulary items. As reported by Robin
(2008) that digital storytelling covers many things and is able to foster a
strong learning experience so it is hoped that it will be known by the public
for students to be able to do in the 21st century. Digital storytelling can be
used as a learning tool in the classroom, apart from being a learning
experience for students, it can also provide emotional intelligence (Robin,
2008).

Based on the initial survey, it was found that in learning English for
young learners found some difficulties, especially in vocabulary knowledge.
Some of them said that English was difficult to learn, which resulted in them
having difficulty answering the practice questions and they often got low
scores. Therefore, they were reluctant and less motivated to learn it.

Considering this condition, this condition motivates the researcher
to help students in learning English, especially in terms of their vocabulary
knowledge. The researcher tries to introduce and invite young learners to
learn English by using visual storytelling. This study discusses how young
learners aged 11-12 years learn English using the visual storytelling method.
It should be noted that the participants in this study were taught English
subjects at their schools without using any learning media, only

emphasizing students to write and memorize vocabulary.



By choosing the title of “When an English Teacher Uses Visual
Storytelling in Teaching Vocabulary for Young Learners: An Action
Research”, the researcher hopes that visual storytelling media can be used
as a learning media in the classroom, especially to help students in English
vocabulary mastery. Therefore, in the future, it could be a consideration for
teachers how good teaching English will be, especially for young learners.

Although there are various relevant studies about visual storytelling,
such as conducted by Drew et al., (2010) and Seglem & Witte (2009) this
study presented something different. This research will focus on seeing how

young learners learn English vocabulary by using visual storytelling media.

1.2 Formulation of the Problem
In this study, the researcher wants to explore and investigate
“How can visual storytelling engage young learners in learning
English vocabulary?”. By delivering this question, the researcher
expects to know about engaging young learners in learning English
vocabulary by using visual storytelling activity implemented by

teacher.

1.3 Operational Definitions
1.3.1 Visual storytelling is a story that is conveyed by the reader by
adding visual media such as using visual images or graphics,

both moving and silent (Caputo, 2003).



1.3.2 Vocabulary is generally the main communication tool to be
learned by language users (Jamalipour & Farahani, 2012).
1.3.3 Young learners are children who are five to twelve years old

(Cameron, 2001).

1.4 Aim of the Study
The aim of this study is how to engage young learners in

learning English vocabulary by using visual storytelling.

1.5 Significance of the Research
1.5.1 Theoretical Use
This study contributes to Caputo’s theory and support theories
related to visual storytelling.
1.5.2 Empirical Use
This study provides empirical use that the use of visual
storytelling can help young learners in teaching English vocabulary,
which is still reluctant to be used in schools in rural areas and is often
seen as being used only in teaching abroad.
1.5.3 Practical Use
This research is expected to provide a perspective for readers
that visual storytelling can be used as a technique for teaching

English vocabulary.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1 Summary of The Finding

In closing, visual storytelling provides benefits in helping to understand
vocabulary and can attract young learners to learn English. The use of visual
storytelling helps foster student learning motivation with attractive visuals. The
media makes it easier for students to memorize English vocabulary, which can
provide comfort in learning a second language.

Young learners who have experienced insufficient experience in
learning English should be assisted with appropriate teaching strategies. Visual
storytelling can be used as a means of teaching in class. Visual storytelling is
able to attract the attention of young learners in teaching vocabulary activities
by English teachers. During the lesson, young students could focus when the
teacher uses visual storytelling in teaching English vocabulary. They felt more
relaxed and comfortable because the visuals of the story are easy to capture,
which makes it easier for them to deduce the meaning of the story.

Storytelling by adding interesting visuals makes it easier for young
learners to understand and remember the English vocabulary that has been
taught. Moreover, visual stories that are taught according to abilities and stories
that are real life really help young learners in learning vocabulary. Visual
storytelling becomes interesting because there are visuals in the story that can
inspire young learners' imaginations so that they can easily appear in their

minds.

32
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Visual storytelling helps young learners become more active and
comfortable during teaching. Visual storytelling can build their motivation to
learn English. They did not feel bored but were enthusiastic about participating
in teaching English vocabulary using visual storytelling.

Visual storytelling can engage young learners in identifying texts.
Visual storytelling attracts students' attention in helping to describe and
conclude story texts. The teacher reflects on young learners to find out more
deeply how these young learners are involved in the process of learning English.
The results show that visual storytelling is proven to be able to build full

engagement well in teaching English vocabulary for young learners.

5.2 Recommendation
In this section, the researcher would like to recommend further research
related to the use of visual storytelling in teaching English vocabulary to young
learners. Moreover, the researcher suggested further research to add pretest and

posttest methods to dig deeper into the achievement of the vocabulary obtained.



REFERENCES

Addone, A., Donato, R. De., Palmieri, G., Pellegrino, M. A., Petta, A., Scarano, V.,
and Serra, L. (2021). Novelette, a Usable Visual Storytelling Digital
Learning Environment. IEEE Education Society, 9.

Addone, A., De Donato, R., Palmieri, G., Pellegrino, M. A., Petta, A., Scarano, V.,
& Serra, L. (2020). Visual Storytelling by Novelette. International
Conference Information Visualisation (1V).

Afshar, M., & Mojavezi, A. (2017). The Effect of Aural and Visual Storytelling on
Vocabulary Retention of Iranian EFL Learners. English Language
Teaching, 10(4).

Albert, Peggy. (2009). Reading Students' Visual Texts Created in English
Language Arts Classrooms. Language Arts Journal of Michigan, 25(1).

Bateman, S., Mandryk, R., Gutwin, C., Genest, A., Mcdine, D., and Brooks, C.
(2010). Useful Junk? The effects of visual embellishment on comprehension
and memorability of charts. In Proceedings of the SIGCHI Conference on
Human Factors in Computing Systems, 4.

Bhakti, S. O. W., & Marwanto. (2018). Vocabulary Mastery by Using Storytelling.
Journal of Linguistics and English Teaching, 3(1).

Botsis, T., Fairman, J. E., Moran, M. B., & Anagnostou, V. (2020). Visual

storytelling enhances knowledge dissemination in biomedical science.
Journal of Biomedical Informatics, 107.

Braun, V., & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology. Qualitative
Research in Psychology, 3(2).

Burmark, L. (2004). Visual Presentations That Prompt, Flash & Transform. Media
and Methods, 40(6), 4-5.

Cameron, L. (2001). Teaching Languages to Young Learners. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Caputo, T. (2003). Visual Storytelling. New York: Watson-Cuptill Publishing.

Caputo, T. (2003). Visual Storytelling: The Art and Technique. New York:
Somerset.



Choo, Y. B., Abdullah, T., & Nawi, A. M. (2020). Digital Storytelling vs. Oral
Storytelling: An Analysis of the Art of Telling Stories Now and Then.
Universal Journal of Educational Research, 8(5A).

Dehghanzadeh, H., Fardanesh, H., Hatami, J., Talaee, E., & Noroozi, O. (2021).
Using Gamification To Support Learning English As A Second Language:
A Systematic Review. Computer Assisted Language Learning, 34(7), 2.

Drew, S. E., Duncan, R. E., & Sawyer, S. M. (2010). Visual Storytelling: A
Beneficial But Challenging Method for Health Research With Young
People. Qualitative Health Research, 20(12).

Gershon, N., & Page, W. (2001). What Storytelling Can Do for Information
Visualization. Commun, ACM 2001, 44.

Hana, J. (2011). Terapi kecerdasan anak dengan dongeng. Yogyakarta: Berlian
Media.

Hong, X., Shetty, R., Sayeed, A., Mehra, K., Demberg, V., & Schiele, B. (2020).
Diverse and Relevant Visual Storytelling with Scene Graph Embeddings.
Association for Computational Linguistics: Proceedings of the 24th
Conference on Computational Natural Language Learning, 421.

Houts, P. S., Doak, C. C., Doak, L. G., & Loscalzo, M. J. (2006). The role of
pictures in improving health communication: A review of research on
attention, comprehension, recall, and adherence. Patient Education and
Counseling, 61(2).

Huang, Q., Gan, Z., Celikyilmaz, A., Wu, D., Wang, J., & He, X. (2019).
Hierarchically Structured Reinforcement Learning For Topically Coherent
Visual Story Generation. In Proceedings of the AAAI Conference on
Artificial Intelligence, 33, 8465-8472.

Husada, S. P., Taufina, & Zikri, A. (2020). Pengembangan Bahan Ajar
Pembelajaran Tematik Rengan Menggunakan Metode Dengan
Menggunakan Metode Visual Storytelling. Jurnal Basicedu, 4(2), 421.

Hwang, G.-J., Hsu, T.-C., Lai, C.-L., & Hsueh, C.-J. (2017). Interaction of problem-
based gaming and learning anxiety in language students’ English listening
performance and progressive behavioral patterns. Computers & Education,
106(1), 26-42.

Irdamurnia, Taufinaa, Husadaa & Zikria. (2021). Development of Thematic
Learning Teaching Materials Using The Visual Storytelling Method In



Elementary Schools. Social Sciences, Education and Humanities
(GCSSSEH), 8.

Jamalipour, S., & Farahani, A. A. A. (2012). The Effect Of Vocabulary Knowledge
and Background Knowledge on Iranian Efl Leaners’ Ls Reading
Compreheion. Journal of Applied Lingusitics and Language Research, 2
(2), 107-121.

Kallio, H., Pietild, A.-M., Johnson, M., & Kangashiemi, M. (2016). Systematic
methodological review: developing a framework for a qualitative semi-
structured interview guide. Journal of Advanced Nursing, 72(12).

Khusnasani, lhdina., Winarni, Retno., & Riyadi. (2017). Penerapan Metode
Edutainment Berbasis Storytelling Untuk Meningkatkan Keterampilan
Menyimak Dongeng Pada Siswa Sekolah Dasar. Jurnal Didaktika Dwija
Indria, 5(4), 7.

Lee, B., Riche, N.H., Isenberg, P., & Carpendale, S. (2015). More than Telling a
Story: Transforming Data into Visually Shared Stories. IEEE Comput, 35.

Lesniewska, J., & Pichette, F. (2014). Songs Vs. Stories: Impact Of Input
Sources On ESL Vocabulary Acquisition By Preliterate Children.
International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, 19(1).

Li, N., Liu, B., Han, Z., Liu, Y.-S, & Fu, J. (2019). Emotion Reinforced Visual
Storytelling. ICMR: Long Presentation Session 5: Multimedia Hashing and
Search 11, 297.

Mansourzadeh, N. (2014). A Comparative Study of Teaching Vocabulary through
Pictures and Audio-visual Aids to Young Iranian EFL Learners. Journal of
Elementary Education, 24(1).

Metcalfe, J., Simpson, D., Todd, I., & Toyn, M. (2013). Thinking through new
literacies for primary and early years. Victoria: SAGE Publication.

Moradi, H., & Chen, H. (2019). Digital Storytelling in Language Education.
Behavioral Sciences, 9(12).

Moser, A., & Kaorstjens, I. (2017). Series: Practical Guidance To Qualitative
Research. Part 3: Sampling, Data Collection and Analysis. European
Journal of General Practice, 24(1), 9-18.

Meadows, K. (2003). So You Want To Do Research? 3. An Introduction To
Qualitative Methods. British Journal of Community Nursing, 8(10), 466.



Nazari, Mostafa. (2022). Plan, Act, Observe, Reflect, Identity: Exploring Teacher
Identity Construction across the Stages of Action Research. RELC Journal
53 (3).

Needlman, R., & Silverstein, M. (2004). Pediatric Interventions to Support Reading
Aloud: How Good is the Evidence?. Journal of Developmental &
Behavioral Pediatrics, 25(5).

Nicholas, B. J., Rossiter, M. J., & Abbott, M. L. (2011). The power of story in the
ESL classroom. Canadian Modern Language Review, 67(2), 247-268.

Paul, D. (2003). Teaching English to Children in Asia. Quarry Bay: Longman Asia
ELT.

Pinter, A. (2011). Teaching Young Language Learners. New York: Oxford.

Robin, B. (2008). The Effective Uses Of Digital Storytelling As A Teaching And
Learning Tool. Handbook of Research on Teaching Literacy Through the
Communicative and Visual Arts, 2, 457-468.

Robin, B. (2008). Digital Storytelling: A Powerful Technology Tool for the 21st
Century Classroom. New Media and Education in the 21st Century, 47(3).

Salisbury, M., & Styles, M. (2020). Children’s Picturebooks. The Art of Visual
Storytelling (2nd edition). Children's Literature in English Language
Education, 8(1).

Sandars, J., Murray, C., & Pellow, A. (2008). Twelve Tips For Using Digital
Storytelling to Promote Reflective Learning by Medical Students. Medical
Teacher, 30 (8), 2.

Slattery, M., & Willis, J. (2001). English for Primary Teachers: A Handbook of
Activities and Classroom Language. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Satriani, Intan. (2019). Storytelling In Teaching Literacy: Benefits And Challenges.
Journal of English Education, 8(1).

Someknh, B. (2006). Action Research: a Methodology for Change and Development.
New York: Open University Press.

Sulistyowati. (2017). Teaching English Vocabulary Using Visual Materials to
Young Learners. Thesis: English Language Education Program Faculty of
Languages and Arts Universitas Kristen Satya Wacana Salatiga.



Turgut, Y., & Irgin, P. (2009). Young Learners’ Language Learning Via Computer
Games. Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences, 1(1), 760-764.

Walter, E., & Gioglio, J. (2014). The Power of Visual Story Telling. New York:
McGraw-Hill Education.

Wieder, J. S. (2019). Communicating Radiation Risk: The Power of Planned,
Persuasive Messaging. Health Physics, 116 (2), 12.

Williams, W. R. (2019). Attending to The Visual Aspects of Visual Storytelling:
Using Art And Design Concepts To Interpret And Compose Narratives
With Images. Journal of Visual Literacy, 38(1-2).

Wright, A. (2008). Storytelling With Children. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Yang, Y.-T. C., & Wu, W.-C. I. (2012). Digital storytelling for enhancing student

academic achievement, critical thinking, and learning motivation: A year-
long experimental study. Computers & Education, 59(2).



	0. COVER.pdf (p.1)
	1. COVER.pdf (p.2)
	2. SURAT PERNYATAAN.pdf (p.3)
	3. NOTA PEMBIMBING.pdf (p.4)
	4. PENGESAHAN.pdf (p.5)
	5. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.pdf (p.6)
	6. MOTTO.pdf (p.7)
	7. ABSTRAK.pdf (p.8-9)
	8. PREFACE.pdf (p.10)
	9. TABLE OF CONTENTS.pdf (p.11-15)
	10. CHAPTER I.pdf (p.16-19)
	14. CHAPTER V.pdf (p.20-21)
	15. REFERENCES.pdf (p.22-26)

