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ABSTRAK

Penelitian ini mengeksplorasi pengalaman guru bahasa Inggris dalam
mengajar dan menilai keterampilan speaking. Berbicara adalah bagian penting
dari penguasaan dan pengembangan bahasa, terutama bagi EYL. Dengan
mengkaji pengalaman para guru, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk memberikan
kontribusi pada pengetahuan terkini di bidang pengajaran bahasa Inggris,
khususnya yang berkaitan dengan EYL. Studi ini menggunakan metode
wawancara untuk memahami perspektif guru, karena kisah mereka memberikan
wawasan yang kaya tentang perjalanan pribadi dan profesional mereka. Metode
pengumpulan data meliputi wawancara, dan observasi kelas. Para narasumber
melibatkan dua sampel guru berpengalaman pelajar EYL. Hasil penelitian ini
akan menjelaskan berbagai aspek pengajaran dan penilaian keterampilan
speaking, termasuk strategi pengajaran, strategi penilaian, dan aspek yang
dinilai. Selain itu, guru menghadapi berbagai tantangan dalam menilai
keterampilan berbicara, seperti mengevaluasi kefasihan, ketepatan, dan
kerumitan, serta memberikan umpan balik yang konstruktif. Secara keseluruhan,
penelitian ini akan meningkatkan kualitas pengajaran bahasa Inggris bagi EYL
dan mengembangkan keterampilan berbicara dalam lingkungan belajar yang
mendukung.

KATA KUNCI: pebelajar usia dini, kemampuan berbicara, pengajaran
berbicara, penilaian berbicara
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ABSTRACT

This research explores the experiences of English young learners’ teachers
in the context of teaching and assessing speaking skills. Speaking is an essential
component of language acquisition and development, particularly for young
learner. By examining the teachers' experiences, this research aims to contribute
to the existing body of knowledge in the field of English language teaching,
specifically concerning young learners. The study employs a narrative inquiry
approach to understand the teachers' perspectives, as their narratives provide
rich insights into their personal and professional journeys. Data collection
methods include in-depth interviews, and classroom observations. The
participants involve two purposive samples of experienced English young
learners' teachers. The findings of this study will shed light on various aspects of
teaching and assessing speaking skills, including teaching strategies, assessment
practices, and the influence of contextual factors. Moreover, teachers faced
various challenges in assessing speaking skills, such as evaluating fluency,
accuracy, and complexity, and providing constructive feedback. Overall, this
research will improve the quality of English language education for young
learners and develop their speaking proficiency in a supportive learning
environment.

Keywords: young learners, speaking skills, teaching speaking, assessing speaking
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Listening, writing, reading, and speaking are all taught in different

ways when learning English. In speaking, teachers should be aware of and

comprehend young learners' behavior and characteristics in the teaching-

learning process. There are three reasons to teach speaking, according to

Harmer (2007:123): (1) Speaking exercises give speakers the chance to

rehearse speaking in real-world situations. (2) Speaking exercises can

provide feedback to teachers and students during the teaching process. (3)

Speaking exercises let students use the many language components that are

stored in their brains. Students are expected to become fluent language

users by learning how to talk (Soliha, 2019). Speaking can then provide

feedback for both teachers and students. It is inevitable that mistakes or

errors may be made when speaking. Feedback should be given properly to

reduce this situation. Speaking encourages students to be active learners

and explore their cognitive abilities. Speaking can encourage students to

use their minds more actively, creatively, and independently (Curtain &

Dahlberg, 2010).

Teaching English to young learners is one method that may be used

to help youngsters learn English more effectively. According to Brown

(2000), teaching language at a young age makes it simpler to get higher

results and have stronger English abilities. In many nations, English is
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required in the early elementary grades (Garton et al., 2011). Teaching

speaking to young learners is very important in today’s era (Seamolec,

2006 in (Pratama & Awaliyah, 2016)). Its back up the assumption that the

optimal time to practice English is throughout childhood. Researchers have

found a variety of strategies to increase speaking and teaching. It is

strongly advised that EYL teachers employ a variety of teaching tools in

the classroom. The utilization of teaching aids in the classroom, including

pictures, images, PowerPoint presentations, and many others, is

significant. Teaching aids can engage students with the subject matter,

clarify language meaning and construction, and increase their interest in

what they are learning. It takes greater ingenuity on the part of the

instructor to create engaging lessons for young students learning English.

Young learners differ slightly from teenagers and adults in their learning

styles. They require instructional materials that are engaging, enjoyable,

encourage activity, and make them joyful. It will be challenging to teach

and assess young learners who are prone to making mistakes. Speaking

activities are difficult for young learners because they have unique

qualities, as is well known. Speaking evaluations for young learners should

also be carefully prepared and executed.

However, the other problem is connected to the evaluation done by

EYL teachers. As we all know, assessments are a crucial part of teaching

and learning and must include performance-based assessments, student

assessments, and portfolios. The extent to which the planned study's aim
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has been attained or implemented may also be evaluated and measured by

teachers. Additionally, it can monitor how young students progress in their

education. One of the most challenging duties is assessing the achievement

of young learners, and evaluation may be necessary in particular scenarios

and settings, depending on how the scope is defined. Assessment is

required in education because we, as instructors, are required to produce a

result or an adequate score as a measure of the learning process that has

happened. It is the collection and evaluation of data that is used to assist

instructors in making better decisions in order to increase students'

learning. However, according to David Miller (2009:26), it is the

systematic process that is vital in teaching. And it begins with identifying

learning objectives and assessing how far those objectives have been

accomplished. In the classroom, assessment is far more explicit and

concentrated.

Based on these issues, the researcher decides to investigate teachers’

strategies for teaching and conducting speaking assessments for young

learners. This study wants to explore more about EYL teachers'

experiences in teaching and assessing speaking skills. The researcher is

interested in conducting the research with the EYL teachers as the subject

because the researcher wants to explore more about the subject in order to

find out what the teachers experienced when they faced difficulties and

found strategies for teaching and assessing speaking. This study examines

three prior studies that focus on EYL teachers' experiences teaching and
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assessing speaking skills. The distinction between the three prior studies

that I used as the major reference for my research is that each solely

focuses on one topic. Two earlier studies concentrated on teaching,

whereas the third focused on assessing. The researcher wants to explore

more about the subject in order to find the experience when the teachers

are faced the difficulties and found the strategies in teaching and assessing

speaking.

1.2 Formulation of the Problem

The following questions can be used to formulate this researcher's problems:

1. What are the teaching strategies used by EYL teachers in teaching

students’ speaking skills?

2. What are the criteria assessed and assessing strategies used by EYL

teachers in assessing students’ speaking skills?

1.3 Research Objective

Based on the research problem above, the objectives of the study are as

follows:

1. To identify how are the strategies used by EYL teachers in teaching.

2. To identify how are the strategies used and what by EYL teachers in

assessing speaking.

1.4 Significances of the Research

The significances of this research are explained as follows:

1. Theoretical significance: The research offers the experience of teaching

and evaluating speaking skills techniques in the narrative inquiry domain,
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which adds new ideas to the department of English Education's discovery

of new knowledge.

2. Empirical significance: This study will give the empirical insights about

the experiences of EYL teachers in teaching and assessing speaking skill.

The experiences include difficulties, obstacles, uniqueness, and how they

overcome it all.

3. Practical significance: This research provides readers with information

regarding EYL teachers’ experiences.

1.5 Operational Definitions

Some key terms in this research are briefly defined as follows:

1. Young learners can range in age from toddlers to adults. Anyone between

the ages of three and eighteen is qualified. Children in elementary school

between the ages of 6 and 12 are considered young learners. They are

divided into two groups: the younger group includes aged 6 to 8, and the

older group includes aged 9 to 12 (Curtain & Dahlberg, 2010).

2. Speaking is a means of applying the appropriate words to express

objectives or thoughts. Richards and Renandya (as cited in Sartipa, 2019)

stated that speaking is a component of communication "Speaking is a

neglected language skill in many classroom students has a high command

of grammar and a vast vocabulary," Baker and Westrup (2003:5)

concluded. It implies that speaking skill, particularly in English, can be

measured via speaking practice and is highly helpful for a person's

performance in any circumstance or situation in real life.
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3. Teaching speaking is a method of assisting students in gaining

information from the environment system that is useful to enlighten,

persuade the goal, convey the concept, communicate, and engage with a

human being in daily activities.

4. Assessing speaking skills is in clarification of this task there are five

categories expresses are: imitative, intensive, responsive, interactive, and

extensive (monologue).
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1 Summary of Findings

Finally, Teaching and assessing speaking skills for young learners is a

complex and multifaceted process that requires careful planning, effective

instructional strategies, and thoughtful assessment methods. Through this

research, we have explored various aspects related to the teaching and

assessment of speaking skills in the context of young learners. The findings of

this research are summarized as follows:

Teaching speaking is one of the key components of the teaching and

learning process. When focusing on speaking abilities, it is critical to use a

communicative and interactive teaching style. Creating a supportive and

engaging learning environment that allows young learners to actively

participate in conversations, discussions, and role-plays can help them

dramatically improve their public speaking skills. Teachers may give young

learners plentiful chances to practice and use their spoken language abilities by

combining a variety of communicative activities such as pair work, group

conversations, and real-life simulations.

A balanced approach is required when evaluating speaking abilities.

Combining formative and summative assessment procedures can give a

thorough knowledge of the progress of young learners. Formative assessments,

such as peer evaluations, and self-assessments, provide instant feedback and

allow for continuing instructional modifications. Summative evaluations, such
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as oral presentations or interviews, offer an overview of learners' overall ability

and aid in identifying areas for further development.

5.2 Recommendation

The researcher would like to make some recommendations for future

research in order to investigate teaching and assessing strategies for English

speaking skills with young learners more thoroughly by recruiting more

participants and examining how these teaching and assessing strategies can

affect students who are successful in their English speaking skills.
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