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MOTO 

 

“Only you can change your life. Nobody else can do it for you” 

 

“Letakan aku dalam hatimu, maka aku akan meletakanmu dalam hatiku” 

(Q.S Al-Baqarah; 152) 

 

“Allah tidak membebani seseorang melainkan sesuai dengan kemampuannya.” 

(Q.S Al-Baqarah: 286) 

 

“Orang lain tidak akan bisa paham struggle dan masa sulitnya kita, yang mereka 

ingin tahu hanya bagian success storiesnya. Berjuanglah untuk diri sendiri 

walaupun tidak akan ada yang tepuk tangan. Kelak diri kita di masa depan akan 

sangat bangga dengan apa yang kita perjuangkan hari ini,” 
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ABSTRAK 

Sebagian besar siswa memiliki sedikit kosakata bahasa Inggris, yang dapat 

menghambat mereka dalam menulis, membaca, berbicara, dan berinteraksi 

dengan orang lain. YouTube adalah salah satu media pembelajaran yang dapat 

digunakan untuk meningkatkan kosakata. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 

mengeksplor pengalaman siswa menggunakan YouTube sebagai media 

pembelajaran untuk meningkatkan kosakata mereka. Penelitian ini merupakan 

penelitian kualitatif dengan pendekatan naratif inquiry. Naratif inquiry adalah 

salah satu cara untuk memahami pengalaman. Peneliti menggunakan metode 

wawancara semi terstruktur sebagai metode pengumpulan data. Penelitian 

berlangsung di salah satu Universitas yang ada di Pekalongan. Peserta terdiri 

dari tiga mahasiswa jurusan Tadris Bahasa Inggris. Peserta dipilih berdasarkan 

mereka yang menggunakan YouTube untuk belajar kosakata. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan teknik analisis data tematik dari Braun & Clarke. Penelitian ini 

menggunakan teori Martin and White’s tentang negative and positif emosi untuk 

mengeksplor pengalaman siswa selama menggunakan YouTube. Hasil dari 

penelitian menunjukan bahwa selama menggunakan YouTube, siswa merasa 

terbantu dalam meningkatkan kosakata, mereka juga merasa senang karena 

mereka dapat belajar kosakata dengan cara yang mereka sukai. Namun, 

beberapa mahasiswa memiliki masalah diantaranya video YouTube tidak muncul 

subtitile dan pengucapan yang mirip. 

Kata kunci: YouTube, Kosakata, Pengalaman  
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ABSTRACT 

Most students have little English vocabulary, which can hinder them from writing, 

reading, speaking, and interacting with others. YouTube is one of the learning 

media that can be used to increase vocabulary. This study aims to explore 

students' experiences of using YouTube as a learning medium to improve their 

vocabulary. This research is qualitative with a narrative inquiry approach. 

Narrative inquiry is one way to understand the experience. Researchers used a 

semi-structured interview method as a data collection method. The research took 

place at one of the universities in Pekalongan. The participants consist of students 

from the English Education Department. Participants were selected based on 

those who use YouTube to learn vocabulary. This study uses thematic data 

analysis techniques from Braun & Clarke. This study uses Martin and White's 

theory of negative and positive emotions to explore students' experiences while 

using YouTube. The results of the study show that while using YouTube, students 

feel that it helps them increase their vocabulary acquisition, and they also feel 

happy because they can learn vocabulary in the way they like. However, some 

students have problems, including with YouTube videos where subtitles don't 

appear and the pronunciation is similar. 

Keywords: YouTube, Vocabulary, Experience  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study 

Media is a tool that can be used to convey something. In the 

learning process, the media is used as an intermediary for communicating. 

In order for the material presented by the teacher to be optimally received 

by students, it is necessary to use learning media. According to Oka 

(2017), Learning media are everything that teachers use to convey subject 

matter and can arouse students' thoughts, feelings, attention, and 

willingness so that they can create an effective learning process. Video is 

an audiovisual medium, which is a category of media that contains aspects 

of sound and images that can be heard and seen. Video is considered better 

and more attractive because it combines audio and visual media elements 

(Sultan et al., 2019). One of the audiovisuals that can be used for learning 

is YouTube media. 

YouTube is a social media platform that can be used for learning. 

Many websites and applications used by students are called social media. 

Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube are the most visited websites 

today. However, YouTube is more interesting and fun than other websites 

because it does not only provide pictures and text but also videos that 

make students interested in using it (Kiranti et al., 2022). The videos on 

YouTube are related to the world of education and can be used as learning 
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media. Raniah Kaboha (2018) said that technological developments play 

an important role in the world of education, one of which is the emergence 

of the YouTube application as a medium that can play an important role in 

the world of education. The learning process requires supporting media 

such as YouTube, which is useful for adding and understanding learning 

material. YouTube can be used as a medium to improve and expand 

English skills, one of which is vocabulary acquisition. 

 Vocabulary is one of the essential components of language 

learning (Kabooha & Elyas, 2015). Lack of vocabulary makes it difficult 

for English language learners to comprehend written material and interact 

with others. Language learners cannot communicate successfully without a 

strong vocabulary. Harmer (2001) asserts that vocabulary is the foundation 

of language and goes on to say that if grammar is the skeleton of language, 

vocabulary is the flesh. According to Thornbury (2002), if learners spend a 

lot of time studying grammar, they won’t be able to advance very far in 

their language learning. However, if learners learn more vocabulary, their 

language learning will advance more. Most of the students have little 

English vocabulary which can hinder them in writing, reading, speaking, 

and communicating with others. Using YouTube as a learning medium is 

one way to increase English vocabulary and help learners interact with 

others. 

According to Ramli (2020), the use of YouTube media is very 

helpful in the process of increasing vocabulary. Apart from attracting 
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students' interest because of its pictures and audiovisuals, YouTube also 

has features that are easily accessible to anyone, making it easier for 

students to access YouTube. According to Abbas et al. (2019), YouTube 

helps learners improve their vocabulary skills by giving them easy access 

to a number of audio-visual lessons. YouTube videos have the potential to 

play a major role in developing vocabulary. According to Zaidi et al. 

(2018), YouTube helps students improve their English skills and can 

increase their vocabulary. Kabooha and Elyas (2018) confirm that, in their 

findings, YouTube integration has a major impact on vocabulary 

acceptance and understanding.  

According to the statement above, the researcher will conduct a 

study entitled "Exploring University Students’ Emotion in Using YouTube 

as a Learning Medium for Vocabulary Acquisition". This research will 

focus on students' experiences in learning vocabulary through YouTube. 

This research was conducted because researchers often find students using 

YouTube to help increase vocabulary. Most students have little English 

vocabulary, and using YouTube is one way to increase it. This research 

aims to reveal students' experience using YouTube to improve vocabulary 

learning. 

1.2 Formulation of the Problem 

This study provides one research question. "How do the students from 

the English Education department perceive and engage with the use of 

YouTube to improve vocabulary acquisition?" By using this formula, the 
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researcher intends to discover more about students' experiences using 

YouTube to learn vocabulary. 

1.3 Operational Definition 

To prevent misunderstandings regarding this study, the researcher 

provides the following definition: 

1. YouTube: YouTube is a platform that provides easily accessible 

videos in all areas of expertise (Ramli, H. 2020). 

2. Vocabulary: A vocabulary is a collection of a few words combined so 

that they have meaning or significance (Zalmansyah, A. 2017). 

3. Experience: An experience is an event that has been experienced or felt 

by someone and is then stored in memory (Saparwati, M. 2012). 

1.4 Aims of the Study 

This study aims to explore students' experiences of using YouTube as 

a learning medium to improve their vocabulary acquisition. 

1.5 Significances of the Study 

1. Theoretical Use: This study will examine the use of YouTube as a 

learning medium to increase vocabulary in Students’. 

2. Empirical Use: The research will provide empirical insight into 

students’ improving vocabulary through YouTube. 

3. Practical Use: This research will provide information for readers about 

the experience of learning vocabulary through YouTube. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION 

5.1 Summary of the Findings 

In using YouTube to learn vocabulary, the students’ of the English 

Education Department had both positive and negative emotions. The 

positive emotions are that YouTube can improve vocabulary 

acquisition, YouTube is a fun medium, YouTube is easily accessible, 

and YouTube provides various ways of learning. The negative 

emotions are that videos on YouTube don't appear with subtitles and 

are similar in pronunciation. Likewise, this research is relevant to 

Martin and White's theory as applied to students' experiences in 

learning vocabulary. 

The conclusion is that the use of media can facilitate the process of 

mastering students' vocabulary because the use of media tools in 

learning activities is more interesting and fun than just focusing on 

using books. Then the use of YouTube as a learning medium has a big 

impact on learning English and makes it easier for students to learn 

new vocabulary because the YouTube feature is very easy to access 

and has videos and audiovisuals that make learning more fun. 

5.2 Recommendation 

In this part, the researcher would like to contribute some 

suggestions for further research to explore students’ perceptions of the 
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media for learning English. Further research can be developed by 

adding more participants and more references to gain deeper 

information based on their experiences. Moreover, conducting face-to-

face interviews can also make participants feel freer to express what 

they feel, and the interviewer can deepen their experience. So, the data 

obtained is more complete.   
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