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ABSTRAK

Salah satu aspek untuk mendukung keterampilan menulis adalah tata bahasa.
sayangnya, banyak siswa kurang pengetahuan tata bahasa. Mereka membuat
banyak eror dalam teks recount. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk
mengidentifikasi eror-eror tata bahasa dalam teks recount. Eror tata bahasa
dianalisis menggunakan teori Dulay, Burt, dan Krashen. Lima siswa di Sekolah
Menengah Pertama berpartisipasi dalam penelitian ini. Tujuan dari penelitian ini
adalah untuk mengidentifikasi jenis dan eror yang sering muncul dalam tata
bahasa yang ditemukan dalam teks recount serta untuk menentukan alasan di
balik eror-eror tersebut. Desain penelitian ini adalah deskriptif kualitatif.
Instrumen pengumpulan data adalah wawancara semi terstruktur dan
dokumentasi. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa terdapat lima jenis
kesalahan gramatikal/tata bahasa: Noun phrase (determiner, nominalization,
number, pronoun, dan preposition), verb phrase (removal verb, using progressive
tense, and subject-verb agreement), word order, transformation, dan verb-and-
verb construction. Masalah tata bahasa yang sering terjadi adalah subject-verb
agreement, determiner, and removal of verb. Oleh sebab itu alasan di balik eror-
eror mereka adalah carelessness dan interlingual. Secara keseluruhan, hasil ini
dapat meningkatkan pemahaman siswa tentang grammar dan menimalisir jenis-
jenis error yang dibuat oleh mereka.

Keywords: tata bahasa, error, teks recount
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ABSTRACT

One of the aspects to support writing skills is grammar. unfortunately, many
students lack grammar knowledge. They made a lot of errors in the recount text.
The purpose of this study was to identify the kinds and frequency of grammatical
errors found in students' recount texts as well as to determine the reasons behind
them. The research design that was adopted was descriptive qualitative. The
instruments for gathering data were semi-structured interviews and
documentation. The results of this research showed that there were five kinds of
grammatical errors: noun phrase (determiner, nominalization, number, pronoun,
and preposition), verb phrase (removal verb, using progressive tense, and
subject-verb agreement), word order, transformation, and verb-and-verb
construction. The frequent grammatical issues were subject-verb agreement,
determiner, and removal of verb). Therefore, the reasons behind them were
carelessness and interlingual. Taken together, these results could help students’
understanding of grammar and minimized the kinds of errors made by them.

Keywords: grammar, error, recount text
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Study

Writing is an activity that is taught from childhood even from an early
age. Writing is very closely related to student activities in class. By writing,
students can express ideas. Some people think writing is a difficult thing to do.
According to Raimes (1983), writing is a challenging ability because it does
not only discover or use appropriate vocabulary and grammar, but students
should explore and share ideas in the foreign language.

Writing is one of challenging activity, the students have to master
writing skills. To master writing skills well, students have to pay attention to
the aspects that support writing skills. Grammar is one of the aspects to
support it. Grammar is an explanation of how the words can change or
combine their forms to become sentences in that language (Harmer, 2003).
When students can understand the grammar, it makes the writing process
easier. Burhanuddin (2020) states the use of grammar purpose keeps off the
ambiguity of the text and the reader can read the text easier.

Students should understand grammar because it is applied to writing the
text. Grammar needs to be focused and emphasized because it is a
fundamental language skill (Calanoga, 2019). It is crucial because students
still have trouble using tenses and are not as familiar with language structure

(Simbolon, 2015). Using the rules of grammar, students can combine



linguistic elements into grammatical sentences (Afdaleni, 2018). Students can
vividly and meaningfully explain their thoughts by using grammar (Bradshaw
in Sioco & Vera, 2018). If students lack a solid understanding of grammar,
they will not be able to write sentences correctly or decipher their meaning
(Cam & Tran, 2017).

There are several texts in English lessons. One of them is recount text.
It is one of the English subject materials in junior high school. The researcher
selects recount text because this text is a text that tells someone's experiences
in the past. When students make recount texts, they make texts easily because
they tell interesting or memorable experiences so students do not feel difficult
or burdened. In addition, they can explore and motivate them in writing skills
as well. According to Anderson and Anderson (1997) a recount text is a text
that retells an incident in the past and it has the aim to describe what
happened.

In reality, many students when making the recount text, still make
errors. Moreover, when students make the recount text. Error is when the
students make deviations systematically because they do not know the rules of
the second language since they have not mastered it and they cannot correct
them self (Corder in Cholipah, 2014). Errors arise when students repeatedly
fail to use the correct language structure (Dulay et al. in Calanoga & Arellano
- Tamayo, 2019). When the students make the recount text that tell about
personal experiences in the past, the sentences should use the past tense

pattern, but instead they make the sentences using the present tense pattern.



For example, the correct sentence is “I played the basketball”, but they write
the sentence “I play basketball”. This error makes the writer interested in
exploring more deeply about the students' abilities in grammar.

Based on the background above, the researcher is interested in research
grammatical errors and kinds of errors made by students in the recount text.
This research will focus on junior high school students, and the error will use

the theory by Dulay, Burt, and Krashen based on linguistic categories.

1.2 Research Questions
1. What are the kinds of grammatical errors in junior high school students'
recount text?
2. What is the most difficult grammatical issue when the students write

recount text, and why?

1.3 Aims of the Research
1. To explore the kinds of grammatical error made by students in the recount
text.
2. To investigate why the students feel difficulty with the certain

grammatical issue.

1.4 Significance of the Research
1. Theoretically, this research is hoped to contribute to the theory of Dulay,
Burt, and Krashen (1982) about the classification of errors.
2. Empirically, the research is hoped can give benefits such as information

and new knowledge for students, teachers, and other researchers.



3. Practically, the results of the research are expected can be used for the
teacher can know errors made by students and can reduce errors made by
students. In addition, this study can become a reference for other

researchers.

1.5 Operational Definition

1. Grammar
Grammar is a set of rules that explain how a group of words is combined,
changed, and organized to express types of meaning (Swan, 2005).

2. Error
Error is the gap in student knowledge, it is because students lack
understanding of what is correct (Ellis, 2003).

3. Recount Text
Recount Text is text that has the aim to entertain or inform the reader and
the text retells a sequent of the event in the past (Hasna & Multazim,

2019)



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1 Summary of the Findings

The title of the research is grammatical error in junior high school
students’ recount text: a descriptive study. This research focuses on kinds of
grammatical error and the reasons grammatical issues behind them. This
research discusses first, what are the kinds of grammatical errors in junior
high school students’ recount text. Second, what is the most difficult
grammatical issue when the students write recount text, and why. The
findings of this research are summarized as follows:

1. There are five kinds of grammatical errors made by students in the
recount text, namely: first, noun phrases consist of determiner,
nominalization, number, pronoun, and preposition. The second verb
phrase consists of subject-verb agreement, the removal verb, and the use
of progressive tense. Third is word order, then verb-and-verb
construction, and last is transformation, which consists of there
transformation and negative transformation.

2. All the kinds of grammatical errors are mentioned above. There are
frequent grammatical issues raised by students in the recount text:
subject-verb agreement, determiner, and removal of the verb. Besides,
the reason behind them is carelessness and interlingual. Carelessness is

when the students are not interested in the English lesson, lack
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concentration, want to finish faster without rechecking the assignment.
Whereas inerlingual is when the students make sentences in english, they
still apply the mother tongue (Indonesian’s grammar/structure) into
English grammar.

The implication of this research is that the researcher should provide
knowledge about grammatical errors so that they can minimize
grammatical errors and focus more or give more attention to material that
students do not really master, such as determiners, subject-verb

agreements or other types of grammatical errors.

5.2 Recommendation

This research is limited to discussing grammatical errors in recount text.

From these limitations there are also deficiencies found in this study, there are

other things that can still be explored more deeply related to grammatical

errors. The recommendation for the future researcher is as follow:

1. This research uses qualitative method, for future research it can use a

2.

3.

quantitative method

This research analyzes the recount text, for future research can analyze
other text such as descriptive text or narrative text.

This research data is still not perfect, because it only one student
assignment. Perhaps future researcher can add assignments to complete the

data.
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