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ABSTRAK

Penguasaan kemampuan menulis praktis semakin penting untuk persiapan siswa
menuju kesuksesan di abad ke-21. Begitu juga dengan siswa EFL yang mengalami
kesulitan dalam menulis, terutama dalam teks deskriptif. Peneliti bermaksud untuk
mengetahui kesulitan siswa dalam menulis teks deskriptif. Untuk mencapai tujuan
penelitian ini, peneliti menggunakan metode penelitian naratif dengan wawancara
semi-struktur. Studi ini melibatkan tiga peserta siswa kelas X di sebuah sekolah
menengah atas di Pekalongan, Indonesia. Hasil mengatakan bahwa ada tiga
kesulitan yang ditemukan ketika menulis teks deskriptif. Pertama, aspek yang
paling memengaruhi secara psikologis ketika para partisipan menulis teks
deskriptif adalah kurangnya motivasi saat menulis. Kedua, aspek linguistik
berpacu pada kurangnya pengetahuan tentang grammar, pemilihan kata yang
kurang tepat serta pola kalimat yang kurang memperhatikan fokus para pembaca.
Yang terakhir adalah permasalahan kognitif. Pada permasalahan ini, para
partisipan merasa bahwa mereka sulit untuk menyusun kalimat untuk menjadi
paragraf dengan kesatuan yang utuh. Selain itu, sebelum mengonstruksikan
kalimat, para partisipan sulit untuk memikirkan ide atau tema yang akan
dikembangkan di dalam teks deskriptif.

Kata kunci: teks deskriptif, kesulitan, siswa EFL, menulis
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ABSTRACT

Mastery of practical writing abilities is increasingly essential for students’ success
in the twenty-first century. In the same way, the EFL students in writing, especially
in descriptive text. The researcher intended to discover the students’ difficulties in
writing descriptive text. To reach the aim of this research, the researcher applied
the narrative inquiry method with semi-structured interview. This study involved
three participants, grade X students at a high school in Pekalongan, Indonesia. The
result indicated that they experienced three difficulties in writing descriptive text.
To begin, the most psychologically influencing factor when participants write
descriptive text is a lack of motivation to write. Second, the linguistic problem is
concerned with a lack of grammatical knowledge, incorrect word choice, and phrase
patterns that do not take advantage of the readers' focus. At last, there is a cognitive
difficulty. In this difficulty, participants struggle to organize sentences into
paragraphs that flow together cohesively. Furthermore, before constructing
sentences, participants struggle with developing ideas or topics for the descriptive
text.

Keywords: descriptive text, difficulties, EFL students, writing
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Study

Language has various functions. The absence of language is just a
lack of communication. Language has a huge role from the beginning of
time. The four needs in language, sometimes known as the four skills of
reading, writing, listening, and speaking, have been identified as the need of
the hour and play an essential part in any language learning quest (Lorena

& Sadiku, 2015).

Language abilities are a person's capacity to use language
effectively; one is writing skills. Writing may be measured in various
methods, including vocabulary exams, word definition activities, and
academic language competence assessments (LU et al., 2023). Writing skills
are essential for academics and may be improved through exercises and
educational activities. Therefore, writing can be used to explore and address

complex topics, and then it develops critical thinking skills.

In the twenty-first century, mastery of excellent writing skills has
been recognized as the most critical element for students' success. Good
writing abilities have an essential effect on effectively communicating ideas
and information over the global digital network. Writing has been
emphasized as a critical process skill in a society driven more than ever by

text and numerical data. The enhanced knowledge base on the nature of



written text and writing processes developed by researchers in disciplines
such as composition studies, second language writing, genre theory, and
contrastive rhetoric has further improved the writing standing within applied

linguistics (Hyland, 2003).

In high school, students should communicate ideas, situations, and
objectives through various text. One of these is descriptive text. Students
must understand the main concepts and relevant topics and plot
development of descriptive text. Furthermore, during this phase, students
use English to convey issues close to them. Therefore, descriptive text is one
of the primary references for learning English in Phase E of the Merdeka

Curriculum Kemendikbudristek (2022).

In a world where digital technology experiences increasing
advertisements, leading to fast and massive ways of communication, high
school students are required to demonstrate a more defined of writing
descriptive text. Contextually, the descriptive text has several structures.
Those are identification, body, and conclusion. Based on the researcher's
observation, EFL students need help constructing descriptive text, such as
ideas, sentences, or even psychologically. Furthermore, descriptive text has
to be composed using a descriptive text structure. Therefore, it needs to

investigate their difficulties in writing descriptive text more deeply.



1.2 Limitation of Problem

Based on the research topic, this study explored the problems that
EFL students have while writing descriptive text. The focus of this study
included the specific issues people confront while writing descriptive text,
as well as how these difficulties develop. The researcher dived deeper into
the research problem by categorizing them as psychological, linguistic, or
cognitive.

1.3 Formulation of Problem

This research attempted to answer one question. It required the
response to, "What are the EFL students’ difficulties in writing the
descriptive text?”” The answer to the investigational question is expected to

guide students in improving their skills in writing descriptive text.

1.4 Operational Definition

1. Difficulty: A thing refers to something hard to do that needs to be
solved (Maki, 2014).

2. Writing skill: A skill to effectively convey messages through written
language, including various elements such as organization,
vocabulary, content, structure, and mechanics (Yeping et al., 2014).

3. EFL Students: an individual acquiring English within a context
considered a non-primary language. The acronym "EFL" represents
"English as a Foreign Language,” indicating that the learner is
studying English in a setting where it is not the predominant

language (Agus et al., 2023).



4. Descriptive text: a written or spoken communication that aims to
provide a detailed and vivid description of a person, place, thing,

event, or concept (Gerot & Wignell, 1994).

1.5 Aims of Study
This research aimed to investigate the mentioned difficulties to
provide significant insights into problem understanding and an essential

component for future learning evaluations.

1.6 Significances of Study

1. Theoretical :  This study will validate Byrne’s theory, which
states that three aspects of difficulties in
writing have an essential effect on students'
writing skills and progress in school.
Furthermore, the research will assist in
discovering the students’ writing difficulties
and support their enhancement in English
writing learning.

2. Empirical . This study will provide perspectives on
students' challenges in writing descriptive text
within the context of English learning and
serve as a means for reflection and evaluation.

3. Practical . The findings of this study are expected to

stimulate readers' interest and motivate them to



improve their descriptive writing skills by
utilizing various learning approaches and

understanding important writing indicators.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION
5.1 Conclusion
The results and discussions show three problems in writing descriptive
text. Below are the factors of difficulties faced by EFL students in writing

descriptive text:

1. Psychological problem.
Most of the participants felt a lack of motivation and support. This
factor requires individuals to boost motivation substantially more.

2. Linguistic problem.
This study discovered that the participants were unable to
comprehend correct grammar. Moreover, they were also confused
about using the appropriate vocabulary in English.

3. Cognitive problem

EFL students have yet to understand the creation of concepts that

will be expressed as themes in descriptive text.

5.2 Recommendation
The researcher understands that this study is still far from perfect.
Because this study only included three participants, it can be expected that this
research would give insight into EFL students' difficulties while creating
descriptive text. This research might be a starting point for additional studies

from a different perspective, providing new insights into the same background.
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