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ABSTRACT

Speaking skill is crucial for young learners, requiring correct pronunciation,
intonation patterns, and connected speech. English songs can be an enjoyable
method for teaching vocabulary and pronunciation, but teachers may lack strategies
for integrating them into language instruction. This study aims to learn how teachers
perception the value of English song in learning media in young learners. This study used
descriptive methodology with teachers’ perception. It took place in MI Salafiyah NU Al —
Utsmani Pekalongan. The researcher used semi-structured interviews to collect the data.
The data analyzed using Braun and Clark’s analysis because related to teachers’ perception
on the use of English song for young learners in speaking skill. This study can relate
because use thematic analysis. This research involved 2 teachers because they use English
song as learning media in young learners in speaking class to help the research. The
research found that English songs are effective in teaching speaking skills, but teachers
face challenges in teaching pronunciation, low motivation, and differences in young
learners' skills. The classical method used to use English songs in speaking classes is
limited in facilitating these learning activities. The study also found that teachers'
awareness of using English songs in speaking classes is limited, and there is a need for
more effective methods. The conclusion of the study explores teachers' perceptions of using
English songs as learning media for young learners in speaking classes. It highlights the
importance of using songs for active English skills development, despite challenges like
cultural differences and time constraints. The research suggests further research on this
topic to increase participation.

Keywords: English song, young learners, speaking skills
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ABSTRAK

Keterampilan berbicara sangat penting bagi pelajar muda, karena
memerlukan pengucapan yang benar, pola intonasi, dan ucapan yang terhubung.
Lagu berbahasa Inggris bisa menjadi metode yang menyenangkan untuk
mengajarkan kosakata dan pengucapan, namun guru mungkin kekurangan strategi
untuk mengintegrasikannya ke dalam pengajaran bahasa. Penelitian ini bertujuan
untuk mengetahui bagaimana persepsi guru terhadap nilai lagu berbahasa Inggris
dalam media pembelajaran pada pelajar muda. Penelitian ini menggunakan
metodologi deskriptif dengan persepsi guru. Bertempat di MI Salafiyah NU Al —
Utsmani Pekalongan. Peneliti menggunakan wawancara semi terstruktur untuk
mengumpulkan data. Data dianalisis menggunakan analisis Braun dan Clark karena
berkaitan dengan persepsi guru tentang penggunaan lagu bahasa Inggris untuk
pelajar muda dalam keterampilan berbicara. Penelitian ini dapat berhubungan
karena menggunakan analisis tematik. Penelitian ini melibatkan 2 orang guru
karena mereka menggunakan lagu bahasa Inggris sebagai media pembelajaran pada
pelajar muda di kelas berbicara untuk membantu penelitian. Penelitian menemukan
bahwa lagu berbahasa Inggris efektif dalam mengajarkan keterampilan berbicara,
namun guru menghadapi tantangan dalam mengajarkan pengucapan, rendahnya
motivasi, dan perbedaan dalam keterampilan pelajar muda. Metode klasik yang
digunakan dengan menggunakan lagu bahasa Inggris di kelas berbicara terbatas
dalam memfasilitasi kegiatan pembelajaran tersebut. Studi ini juga menemukan
bahwa kesadaran guru dalam menggunakan lagu berbahasa Inggris di kelas
berbicara masih terbatas, dan diperlukan metode yang lebih efektif. Kesimpulan
dari penelitian ini mengeksplorasi persepsi guru terhadap penggunaan lagu
berbahasa Inggris sebagai media pembelajaran bagi pembelajar muda di kelas
berbicara. Hal ini menyoroti pentingnya penggunaan lagu untuk pengembangan
keterampilan bahasa Inggris aktif, meskipun ada tantangan seperti perbedaan
budaya dan keterbatasan waktu. Penelitian ini menyarankan penelitian lebih lanjut
mengenai topik ini untuk meningkatkan partisipasi.

Kata Kunci: Lagu Bahasa Inggris, Pembelajar Muda, Keterampilan Berbicara
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

1. 1. Background of the research

Speaking skills can be directly and experimentally observed, but the
validity and reliability of an oral production test are inevitably compromised
by the precision and efficacy of a test taker's listening capacity. Depending on
how activities are set up in the classroom, speaking interactions can occur
between teachers and young learners or among young learners themselves.
Speaking skills possess certain unique qualities in contrast to writing and
reading, which are often considered receptive skills. Speaking differs from
writing in that speakers usually do not use complete sentences and have a
smaller vocabulary.

To speak English successfully, young learners must be able to pronounce
phonemes correctly, use intonation patterns, and communicate in connected
speech. It is important for young language learners to effectively practice
words in order to express their viewpoints, especially when speaking in English
(Harmer, 2010).

The purpose of studying and teaching English is to focus on young learners
who use the language to communicate and access various forms of media for
their education. Since elementary school, young Indonesian learners have been
exposed to English learning due to its importance in international trade and
information exchange. Junior high and high school young learners are required

to study English (Oradee, 2013).



An enjoyable and imaginative method to teach the English language is
through English songs. Lyrics of English songs can help young learners
develop fluency and focus on vocabulary and pronunciation. Teachers must be
familiar with song characteristics such as chords, rhythm, and lyrics before
using songs to teach young learners how to sing in English.

The idea that all young learners benefit equally from using English songs
as learning media in speaking classes is a theoretical gap in teachers'
perceptions. The research may lack concrete strategies for integrating English
songs into language teaching, and teachers may not have access to exact
standards or recommended procedures for selecting suitable English songs.
Conducting interviews with teachers can help evaluate young learners'
speaking skill (Nurvia, 2016).

Additionally, the researcher hypothesizes that English songs can expose
young learners to discussions about vocabulary and pronunciation, as well as
encourage active speaking skills. This study aims to explore how English songs
can be used to achieve learning objectives and provide valuable insights into

teaching English songs.

1. 2. Identification of the problem
Based on interviews and a reflection journal on June 14, 2023, the
researcher identified issues with the teaching and learning process. The
motivation of young learners to study English was low, especially during
speaking classes. The researcher noted a lack of familiarity with English

pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar among the young learners.



The researcher also found that teachers' approaches were problematic,
causing young learners to become bored in class due to a lack of activity variety
and reliance on whiteboards for English instruction. Therefore, resources such
as laptops, audio equipment, LCDs, internet connections are needed to
incorporate English music into the lessons.

The researcher discovered that only a small number of classes took
advantage of these resources. Based on the reflection journal, the teacher in this
case felt that these classes did not meet the standards necessary for effective
teaching and learning. The teachers were then provided with the basis for
improving their performance in the teaching and learning process. In addition
to English, the teachers can teach a variety of disciplines. Therefore, the

competence of English teachers here was not optimal when teaching.

1. 3. Limitation of the problem

This research focused on teachers' perceptions of using English songs
as a learning media for developing speaking skills in elementary school in
Pekalongan. It aimed to investigate teachers' perceptions, the difficulties they
encountered, their problem-solving strategies, and observations of using
English songs in teaching. The research data were collected through
interviews with English teachers at elementary school in Pekalongan,
particularly those teaching speaking skills. In addition to interviews, data
were also collected through open-ended questionnaires from teachers of grade
6 elementary school students in Pekalongan who participated in English song

activities in their speaking classes.



1. 4. Research Questions
Based on the background of the study (Alijoyo et al., 2020), there are
the questions in this research provides some research questions the following:
1. What is the teachers’ perception on the use of English song as learning
media for young learners in speaking class?
2. How does the teachers use English Song as learning media for young

learners in speaking class?

1. 5. Objectives of the research
The objectives the study are follow as:
1. Todescribe the teachers’ perception on the use of English song as learning
media for young learners in speaking class
2. To describe the way of the teachers use English Song as learning media

for young learners in speaking class

1. 6 . Significances of the research

Significance of the research is as follows:

1. Theoretical: This study utilized Braun and Clark’s analysis to support the
investigation of teachers' perceptions. By following Braun and Clarke's
analysis steps (Braun & Clarke, 2006). The researcher can explore the
importance of using English songs as a learning medium in problem-
solving within the context of teaching English. The researcher may begin
by discussing English songs as a learning medium with teachers and

examining their experiences of using English songs in the classroom.



2. Empirical: This study provided empirical insights into teachers'

experiences of using English songs as a learning medium for young learners
in developing speaking skills. It aims to contribute to the existing
knowledge on the effectiveness of incorporating English songs in language
learning contexts by examining teachers’ motivations, challenges,
techniques, advantages, and disadvantages (Dzani¢ & Peji¢, 2016).
Practical: This study offered valuable information to readers regarding
teachers' perceptions of using English songs as a learning medium for
young learners in speaking classes. Understanding teachers' perceptions
can assist researchers in making informed decisions and creating
productive learning environments for teachers and young learners.

Additional significances of the research include:

a. Teachers: Teachers play a crucial role in the education system by
providing insights into teaching and learning processes, adapting to the
needs of young learners, and addressing challenges. They contribute to
professional development, mentor new educators, and enhance
educational strategies and quality.

b. Young learners: Using English songs can help young learners improve
their speaking skills in an engaging manner and enhance their
understanding of lessons.

c. The Researcher: This research can enhance problem-solving skills,
promote continuous improvement, and foster a culture of shared

learning and development within the academic community.



d. English Education Department: The findings can serve as a reference
for future research and showcase successful teaching and learning

methods for developing young learners' speaking skills.



CHAPTER YV
CONCLUSION
5. 1. Conclusion
The study conducted interviews with teachers over two months to understand
their perceptions on the use of English songs as learning media for young
learners in speaking classes. The findings revealed several perceptions,
including the use of English songs as a valuable media for teaching speaking
skills, difficulties in teaching English pronunciation using English songs, and
teachers' awareness of using English songs despite limited time.

English songs are considered valuable learning media, as they are catchy
and enjoyable, making the learning process more engaging and enjoyable.
Teachers can help young learners develop active English skills, which are
essential for communication with others in English. However, cultural
differences can hinder young learners’ connection to English songs in
pronunciation teaching, as they may not be familiar with the musical styles,
missing context, limited relevance, and negative associations.

Teachers often feel pressured to cover the entire curriculum in a limited
time, leaving classroom for creative activities like songs. This pressure stems
from the need to ensure young learners understand concepts, leading to
reluctance to incorporate creative activities in lessons, fearing it could disrupt
busy schedules. In conclusion, the study highlights the importance of using
English songs as a learning media for young learners in speaking classes,

despite the challenges faced by teachers. By incorporating creative activities
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and incorporating English songs into lessons, teachers can help young learners

develop active English song in speaking skills.

5. 2. Recommendation
After making conclusions and research implications, the following
suggestions for researchers can be put forward. Other researchers can use
this research as a reference to conduct further research on relevant topics.
Due to the limitations of this study, other researchers can conduct other
research on the use English song as learning media to young learners in

speaking skills and increase participation.
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